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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 3
p.m. and read prayers.

QUESTION—EDUCATION DEPART-
MENT, PURCHASE OF BOOKS.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND asked the Chief
Secretary: 1, Is it the practice of the Edu-
eation Uepartment to purchase books, pub-
lished in England, direct from that country
through the Agent General’s Office? 2, If
not, what is the practice? 3, If so, why are
not these purchased through loeal booksel-
lers?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
No; moreover the publishers refuse to sell
books tu the Fidueation Deparfment except
through Western Australian booksellers. 2
and 3, Answered by No. 1.

BILL—UNIVERSITY ENDOWMENT
ACT AMENDMENT.
Second Reading.

Order of the Day read for the resumption
from the 1st Docember of the debate on the
seeond reading of the Bill.

Question put and passed.

Biil read a second time.

In Commitice, ete.

Bill passed throngh Committee without
debate, reported withont amendment, and

the report adopted.
Read a third time and passed.

[COUNCIL.]

MOTION—CLAREMONT TRAINING
COLLEGE.

Appointment of Viee-Principal,

Debate resumed from the 1st December on
the foltowing motion by Hon. H. J. Yelland:
—“That the nethod of appointment of the
Viee-Principal of the Claremont Training
College is opposed to the best interests of the
State, ir that it eansed dissatisfaction and
diseontent throughout the Deparlment es-
peeially and the service in general, thereby
diminisking elliciency.”

HON. H, J. YELLAND {East—in reply)
[310]: T approach the subject this afler-
noon with more diffidence than I have ex-
hibited in any address T have been ahle to
deliver to the House, the reasen being that 1
feel 1 must reply to the remarks of the
Chief Secretary. In my view the Chicf Sec-
retary has not in the lcast substantiated his
case. It devolves upon e, therefore, to di-
gress a little from the procedure T followed
wien moving this motion, on which oeceasion
I endenvoured to keep away from all person-
alities exeept where they were necessary to
enable me to establish my case. The Chief
Secretary, however, has entered into the
realm of personalities, and it will be neces-
sary for me to follow him. As Mr. Milligan
is the appointee, and Mr. Miles a person who
was recommended by the experts of that de-
partment, the names and qualifications of
these pentlemen naturally ecome up very
frequently. I have known them only casnally,
but have formed a good opinion of them
both. My slight acquaintance with them has
been enhanced by the high opinions which
other friends hold of these gentlemen, peo-
ple who have known them better than I have.
I feel that it is incumbent on me to ask mem-
bers to believe me when I say that any at-
tack I may make upon these gentlemen is
not made in a personal way, but merely to
substantiate the ease I have endeavoured to
place before the House. Members and the
public generally will understand that in mov-
ing in this direction T am actuated only by
public motives, and a desire to see clean
politics. It has been necessary to mention
these names and refer to the qualifications
of these gentlemen merely because they hap-
pen to he the herces in the play.

Hon. E. H, Gray: Merely because Mr.
Milligan happens to be president of the
Teachers’ Union.
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Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The Chief Secre-
tary had a good deal to say about that aspect
of the question. In all that I have said I
have tried to be clean and moderate, and
hope to be so again this afterncon. My at-
tack was upon the Government and not upon
Mr. Milligan. If Mr. Milligan happens to be
the hero in the play, he must necessarily
stand in the public gaze,

Hon. J. Cornell: He has been the villain,
not the hero,

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Although 1 kept
away from personalities as far as pos-
sible, my action has been deseribed as
a distinet attack upon Mr. Milligan. I
regret that that mis-statement had heen
made, because nothing was further from my
mind than to make any attack. However,
I fee! that members who know me best are
aware that I am not of a vindictive nature.
Purther, T am plensed to have received from
the general publie, who, being lookers-on,
may be deseribed as the best judges of the
ease, ns persons able to regard the matter
with unbiassed vision, confirmations of my
attitude which are proof that, the opinion
expressed by the Chief Secretary is not held
outside, at all events. 1 believe, too, that
the congratulations which have reached me
from oulside on the bringing forward of
this motion are real and genuine. In the
course of my reply it will be necessary for
me to correct certain statements made by
the Minister and by his supporter, Mr.
Kitson, as well as to refute certain claims
and to protect Mr. Miles from the personal
attack that has been made upon him. Iu
doing this, it will be necessary for me {o
digress somewhat from the objeet of my
motion, which motion affirms that the Guv-
ernment were to blame with regard to this
appointment in that they had decided to
make it & political issne. That has been
my contention right through, and 1 submit
that I am justified by the evidence I have
bronght forward. Lef me state first that
I nasked the Minister for verifieation of
Mr. Milligan’s certificates. The Minister ex-
pressed his indignation at my request, and
said that in making it I had associated Mr.
Milligan with the lowest crooks appearing
in our police courts. I want to point out
to the Minister that the inference in ques-
tion is with him, and not with me. I made
no inference whatever of that nature. The
gllegation indieates the Minister’s lack of
association with those of learning, one of
whose unwritten laws it is that there must
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be presentation of credentials when they are
asked for. I simply requested that the ere-
dentials be produced, and thereupon was told
that in making my request—a request Dased
on a law wniversally recognised in the
learned professions—I was placing the man
on the level of a lot of crooks. I strongly
resent that imputation, beeause 1 feel that
I have merely asked for what is due both
to the public and to Mr. Milligun himself.
It is rather interesting to me to learn from
the lips of the Chief Secretary that a Class
“A” certificate ecovers all the qualifications
necessary for Mr. Milligan’s appointnent,
and that no importance attaches to univer-
sity degrees. 1 daresay the information will
be interesting to others slso, among thew
the teachers. The certificate being sufficient
and a university degree of no importance,
I may ask why did the Leader of the House
present Mr. Milligan’s certificates and all
those eulogistic reports received in support
of the appointment? These things were
necessary because the appointee could not
attach to his name those letters which would
have neant that there was no need for aay
explanation. [ asked the Minister to pro-
cure from the University a record of the
case, 50 that we might have that record
before us; and the Minister refused to o
so. As 1 have intimated, a scholar pro-
duces his credentials without demur when
they are applied for: it is only the pseudo
who refuses to produee credentials and seeks
to side-track the question. The Chief Sec-
retary having refused that request, baving
deelined to ask the University to produce
evidence of Mr. Milligan’s bona fides if
that gentleman himself wonld not produoce
it, we can only conclude that the Minister
had no ecase. As uspal in sueh eireum-
stanees, the Chief Secretary went a little

further and ecommitted the unpardon-
able sin  of attempting to discredit
those who happened to stand in the

way of the candidate selected for the posi-
tion. Then we find the Chief Secretary
still going further and even questioning the
integrity of the Director’s report onm Mr.
Miles. He considers that Mr. KRooney
should have known better, the infer-
ence being that there is abmnd of con-
spirators resolved upon frustrating Mr. Mil-
ligan’s appointment. That is the only con-
elusion I can draw from that part of the
Chief Secretary’s speech where he says there
is no doubt that for some reason or other
a combined effort was made to deprive Mr,
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Milligan of his position. The Chief See-
retary went on to say that if we were to
read the papers on the file we would see
that if Mr. Miles was the man he was sup-
posed to be, he would be & superman. 1
cannot help but comnect those three gen-
tlemen with the suggestion that there was
a combined effort to deprive Mr. Milligan
of the position. One might pertinently ask
if the faet is not exactly the reverse, Has
there not been an effort on the part of the
Government to deprive Mr. Miles and the
other gentlemen selected in preference to
Mr. Miles of their chance of obtaining a
just reward? Acknowledging that the Min-
ister for Edueation, our Leader, has his three
executive officers—one of whom, Mr. Rooney,
has singe resigned—making these recom-
mendations, we find that they are aceused,
by the Minister controlling them, of eon-
spiraey. We have this very sad spectacle
before ug of the Minister for Education ac-
cusing his advisers of snch conduet. Then
may I not return upon the Chief Secretary
the retort he made upon me early in his
gpeech, of having fallen down on the joh?
If the hon. gentleman has under him a body
of eonspirators, obviously those men are not
worthy of their positions. And yet that is
practically the Minister's accusation. 1
would not like the oceasion to pass with-
out extending to the gentlemen in question
an expression of my high appreciation. No
one will ever doubt their integrity or their
devotion to duty. My personal view of the
Chiel Secrelary’s snggestion is that it is
most unbecoming, With reference to Mr.
Miles, the Chief Secretary’s speech con-
tains one unpardonable error. It is a sug-
gestion that during the last 16 years Mr.
Miles has lost tonch with modern methods
of edueation. .

The Chief Seeretary: Will the bon. mem-
ber quote mef

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: I am not per-
mitted to quote “Hansard”; otherwise I
would do so.

The Chief Secretary: I said nothing of
the kind.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The inference
wag there. That is the implication which
was conveyed to me. ITloes the Chief Secre-
tary wish to make an explanation?

The Chief Secretary: I did not say any-
thing of the kind.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I take the Min-
jster’s word that such is the case, but that

[COUNCIL.]

was how I read his remarks, and I went
through his speech closely and carefully.
I was going to ask on what authority he
could make such a statement, because the
report runs that Mr. Miles is a man of the
widest reading and the most extensive
study, and the best educationist in the de-
partment. I am glad te learn, however,
that I have inisunderstood the Minister;
and I withdraw the statement I made. The
Minister’s reference to Mr. Miles's 16 years
of gservice is, however, not of an apprecia-
tive nature. On the other hand, T have to
state that Mr. Miles’s departmental record
is unassailable. He has been marked for
vears as the unogtentations moving epirit
of the department. My acquaintance with
Mx, Miles began when he was set apart to
organise the work of the rural sehools. It
was right out in the country I first met
him, and ther only for a few minutes; but
the leeture he delivered on that occasion
convineed me thai he knew his work and
that the poliey he was outlining was the
one to be adopted in sending education to
the outback 'parts of Western, Auatralia.
Mr. Miles’s lecture convinced me that he
wng o man who thoronghly understood his
work, and that be was an organiser of the
Arst rank. He organised first the currieu-
lum to ohtain in the rural teaching section
of the department. He has since been in
control of the whole scheme, which bas
been carried on most successfully. Even
his opponents said to me vears ago, “He is
the one outstanding man in our depart-
ment, and he is the coming man of the
department.” Yet this is the man who is
now asked to stand aside for a younger
man, one without equal experience or
qualifications. The Chief Seecretary has
said that if the Government were to re-
consider the appointment, the position
would not be given to Mr. Miles. From
what T have learnt of Mx. Miles in a casual
way and as the result of easnal meetings,
I know that the Government would not
have the opportunity of offering the posi-
tion to him; or at any rate he would
not aceept ift. Mr. Miles is too dignified a
gentleman to accept the position after what
has transpired. But what of the other
candidatesf Six gentlemen were placed
between Mr. Miles and Mr. Millizan in Mr,
Rooney’s reecommendation.

Hon. H, Stewart: Mr, Rooney’s recom-
mendation ¥
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Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes. Lo these
gentlemen, 1 hold, some consideration is
due. I have not met Mr. Miles for some
cunsiderable time, on which aspect I shall
have something more to say later, when
dealing with the aceusation that I have
been practically o tool in the hands of
¢ertain gentiemen as regards the moving
of my motion. The Chief Becretary re-
ferred to the (iovernment’s policy in the
matter of education. He has elaborated the
Government’s education policy, as he calis
it. Hvidently that policy has been enunci-
ated without the help of his expert ad-
visers, who, as we bave dednced from the
Minister’s speech, may lw regarded as
conspirators. The edueation policy must,
then, have been determined by laymen.
Although there is mmnch in the Chief
Secretary’s speech to show that the presi-
dent of the union had a considerable say
in the matter, we are not able to state that,
that gentleman was the prime mover. Here
we lave ancther remarkable spectacle—one
Minister saying that the Government, a
body of laymen, would be foolish if they
rejected the advice of their engineering
experts, and on practically the same day
the Chief Secvetary saying that in connee-
tion with edueational matters the adviee
of experts will not be followed.

Hon. E. H. Harris : That was an un-
fortunate coincidence.

Hon. H. J. YELLLAND: The Government
may pertinently be asked to let us know
which departments are following the advice
of their professional experts, and which
are not. The Chief Secretary, however,
has branded Mr. Milligan as an expert, and
I infer that since Mr. Milligan has been
placed upon the list of experts, he will not
be consuited in any way relative o the
(Government’s education policy. The Educa-
tion Department's policy is not to be run
by experts. Anolher interesting feature is
that Professor Cameron is to be practically
a half-time principal only. That is the infer-
ence I draw. If I were permitted, Mr. Presi-
dent, I would be delighted to quote some of
the Chief Seeretary’s remarks. I noticed
that he said in effect that the Ministry
would not be worthy of the name of a Gov-
ernment if they were not prepared to insist
npon their poliey being respected. He went
on to say in connection with the appoint-
ments that have been made, Mr. Milligan
on the praetical side of teaching and Pro-
fessor Cameron on the academie side, that
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if either of those gentlemen was not pre-
pared to carry out the Government’s policy,
he would have to make room for someone
else. So we find that the Government have
set aside any possibility of one man being
the main factor in connection with our
education work, and have determined that
he shall be in the nature of a half-time
prineipal of the Training College, under
the conirol of the Government who, we
recognise from the Chief Secretary’s state-
ments, will not on every oceagion be gov-
erned by their experts’ advice. Evidently
Professor Cameron is not to be allowed to
direet the educational policy of the Train-
ing College, nnless it is at the dietates of
these laymen who will carry out their own
polivy. If the Government ave to insist
npon this unltimatum, I -will express the
opinion that they have been guilty of bring-
ing Professor Cameron to this State under
false pretences. The Professor is not likely
to stand np to that sort of thing, or to
accept such degrading eonditions. I ask
hon. members to visualise the position.
Here we have Professor Cameron, a trained
teacher and a trained trainer of teachers,
who is to be told what to do and how to do
it, by a number of laymen who admit they
will not be dictated to by their experts.
If that is so, I expect that most of us will
have to say goodbye to Professor Cameron,
although T sineerely hope that will not
be so. The Minister gave us a statement
of the Government’s policy. I may well
ask whether that poliey was framed to
meet the requirements of the partieular
appointment of Mr. Milligan, or wag the
policy the outcorne of that appointment?
To return to the Minister’s attack upon
Mr. Miles, there were some inaccuracies of
minor importanee, but also some glaring
errors. I have wondered how it was, with
the evidence and information at the com-
mand of the Minister for Education, he
could so misrepresent the position as he
did in one or two instances. He referred
to the respective ages of Mr. Miles and Mr.
Milligan. He said that Mr. Miles was in
his 56th year and told us that Mr. Milligan
was 50 years of age. The truth is that Mr.
Milligan is 50 years of age and Mr. Miles
was 55 at the time of Mr. Milligan’s ap-
pointment. I know the Minister was quite
right in the way he put it, but stating that
Mr. Miles was in his 56th vear makes a
difference of six years. Had he put it the
other way and said that Mr. Milligan was
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in his 51st year and Mr. Miles was 55, it
would bhave made a differenee of only four
years. I mention that just to show how
figures can be used to really misrepresent
a position.

The Chief Secretary: Mr. Miles was
born in SBeptember, 1871,

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: He is only
a boy!

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I have been

quoting the nges as disclosed in the files.

The Chief Secretary: They are not cor-
rect.

Hon, H, J. YELLAND: We ean go
only on the ages quoted in the file.

Hon. E. H. Harris: We have not gotf
their birth certificates.

Hon. Sir William Lathlaiu:
spiracy!

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: However, this
is a niee little point used by the Chief Sec-
retary for his own purposes to show Mr.
Milligan up in a better light +han Mr. Miles
in the matter of age. Then there is the
question of “too old at 40.” Mr. Milligan is
50 years of age, so that if a man is too old
at 40, what may be said of Mr. Milligan
who is ten years older than that partieular
age? As Mr. Miles is 55 or 56, to use the
Chief Sececretary’s reference lo him, he is
only five or six years older, but has there-
fore had that much more expericnce. THe
still has ten years of service nhead of him
because teachers can be retnined until the
age of 65, if agreeable to all concerned.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: It will not be in
his ease.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yet we have
been told that Mr. Miles is near the retiring
age. Of course he is. He is either five or
ten years off the retiring age, while Mr.
Milligan is either ten or 15 years off the
retiring age. Take the extremes and we
have ten or 15 years’ service ahead of these
particuler gentlemen. 1t is ten years in the
case of Mr. Miles with his longer serviee
and bigher qualifieations that should entitle
him to consideration, whercas Mr. Milligan
has 15 years' service ahead of him. These
are little matters that do not cut much ice,
but at the same time they are referred to
by persons outside as disclosing one of the
reasons why Mr. Miles has only four or
five years extra service to be taken into con-
sideration, whereas the other man may have
15 years.

More con-

(COUNCIL.]

Hon, Siv Willjam Lathlain: The ma:
who received the sgeond recommendatior
was only 35 yeurs of age.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: 1le was mucl
younger than the other appucants,

Sir William Lathlain: I suppose he wa
too young. He was a returned soldier, too.

Hon. H. J. YELLAXND: The slogan o
“too old at 40” was put forward at th
time appointments of inspeetors were made
aund it was intended that those olficers shoule
travel throughout the State. That eon
sideration does not apply to the positior
under diseussion, because it is a residen
one. To my mind, and to that of anyon:
who has followed the trend of these ques
tions, especially when dealing with youn
men and young women, we certainly re
spect age. When a man is getting well ot
in years and has many years of experiene
behind him, life has a mellowing influence
that makes such a man looked up to and
revered by the majority of voung men anc
young ladies. Now we come fo anothe
point of great importance. In this instanee
I cannot understand how it was the Min.
ister digressed as he did. He led us te
believe that Mr. Ailligan was given a posi.
tion as headmaster of the Practising Sehool,
which post bad heen refused to Mr. Miles

The Chief Secretary: Had been pre-
viously refused to Mr. Miles!

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The report of
the Chief Seeretury’s speech that appeared
in the newspapers, and the speech itself,
erented the impression abroad that the in-
ference to be drawn was that Mr. Miles and
Mr. Milligan were applicants for that posi-
tion at the same time.

The Chief Secretary: That is wrong.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes, quite
wrong. I am glad that the Chief Secre-
tary has admitted that, beeause it removes
from his speech something that appeared
to have a sting in it.

The Chief Secretary: I am not respon-
sible for the report that appeared in the
“West Australian.”

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: That is so, but
the Minister’s speech gave that impression
too.

The Chief Secretary: No.

Hon. H, Stewart: Yes, it did.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: That was the im-
pression I gained after reading the Min-
ister’s speech. Although I knew the facts
before the Chief Segretary mentioned them,
his speech did not strike me unfavourably
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at the time, and 1 overlooked the point
until my attention was drawn to it as the
resuit of expressions of opinion outside
this Chamber. People outside certainly
gained the impression that Mir. Miles had
‘been refused the post, and Mr. Milligan
had been suecessful.

The Chiet Secretary: That is a wrong
infercnee to draw from my speech.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: At any rate,
it is quite wrong, and I am glad that the
'Chief Secietary is so ready to acknowledge
that faet.

The Chief Secretary:
tion ahsolutely correctly.

.JTon. H. J. YELLAND: The facts are
that in 1905, I think it was, the position
of headmaster of the Practising School at
Claremont was vaeant. Among the appli-

I stated the posi-

caticns  veceived was one from Mr.
({ladman, M.A., who bhad a longer
period of service than Mr. Miles, who

was a B.A., and was also an applicant. The
position was given to Mr. Gladman. When
that gentleman was appointed to the posi-
tion of inspector, the headmastership of the
Practising School again beeame vacant and
Mr. Milligan was appeinted to the position.
In the meantime, however, Mr. Miles had
also received his appointment as an inspee-
tor, and therefore was not an applicant for
the headmastership. So when we find
the Chief Seceretary making the statement
when comparing the two officers—and this
statement is  correci—that Mr. Miles
had heen rejected Yor a position that Mr.
Millean bad afterwards filled with marked
szecess Tor 15 years, there is to be found
suffictent room for the inference that has
veen prevalent both inside and outside this
Chamber. 1 feel that some publicity should
be given to this point becaunse of the manner
in which the inference was guined.

Hon. G. Potter: The appointment of Mr.
Miles to the iuspectorship was prior to the
appointment of Mr. Milligan as headmaster
of the Practising School.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes.
Seeretary referred to Mr, Miles in a manner
that I do not think was quite correct. He
anid that Mr. Miles was fortunate in that
he had eained his A3 certifirate while nther
graduates had had to sit for examination
regarding their teaching qualifications.
Here azain is a half-truth only. The faets
are that Mr. Miles held the New South
Wales degree of Bachelor of Arts and had
passed his first class teacher's examination

The Chief -
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in that State. He was therefore doubly
qualified when he eame here, to take his A
certificate. )f teachers came here with aca-
demic qualifieations and the vequisife teach-
ing ability diselosed by the certificates they
held, it would be nnnecessary for them to
puss examinations in conneetion with their
tenehing qualifieations. Mr. Miles held first
class teaching certificates from the Edu-
cation Department of New Sonth Wales.
Naturally I feel inclined to ask the Chief
Secretary why he gave us half-truths only
in that he said Mr. Miles was very fortunate
when he received his A3 certificate, seeing
that be possessed the qualifieations and cer-
tificates showing he was entitled to it. We
heard the Minister recounting the 16 years’
career of Mr. Miles in an effort to find some-
thing derogatory to that gentleman. I
must say the results were by no means com-
mensurate with the effort. IE I were to
quote one of the great writers, I might
turn to Mahomet, who said, “The mountain
has laboured, and lo, this mouse!” T£ the
Minister had pernsed Mr. Milligan’s file
with the same assiduity and the same spirit,
trying to find ont anything against him, he
might have heen able to give us some infor-
mation verv illuminating, but quite unfair
to Mr. Milliean. If, on the other hand, I
had the right, as the Chiet Seecretary has,
to investigate their personal files, and had
exam’ned Mr, Milligan’s file, and if I had
clonded his virtues and magnified his. vices,
what sort of a speerh would I have put up?
Undoubtedly an unfair and unjust speech.
In the whole of the Chief Secretary’s re-
marks there was hardly one word of ecom-
mendation for Mr. Miles, a man who bas
been in the department all these years and
who is highly respected by his fellow teach-
ers. I have met teachers who think well of
Mr. Miles more often than I have met Mx.
Miles himself. They all say he is the one
outstanding personality in the service. I
have nothing whatever to say derogatory of
Mr. Millizan, T am not here to discuss the
merits or demerits of the men, or only in
so far as is necessary for me to prove that
the Governmeut have made an appointment
not in the hest interests of the State. Here
is another misleading fealure of the Chief
Secretary’s speech: he said there were in
the State 1,900 teachers, wust of whom had
passed through Mr. Milligan’s hands.
The Chief Secretary: No, no.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: That was the
Minister’s remark. He didn't say that all
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of them had passed through Mr. Milligan’s
hands, but he said quite a numner of them
had done so.

The Chief Secretary interjected.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The Minister cer-
tainly said that a large number of the teach-
ers had passed through Mr, Milligan’s hands.
There are other praetice schools in the met-
vopolitan aren, and many teachers had to go
through those other prastier schools, with
which Mr. Milligan was not associated.
Why, then, should the Chief Secvetary give
to My, Milligan the credit of having directed
teachers who passed through the other prae-
tice schools?}

Hon. E. H. Gray. Where are those other
practice schools?

Hon. H, J. YELLAND: There is quite a
number of them.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Perhaps, but where
are they?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: 1 really do not
know the names of all of them. However,
I know there are others. There is an in-
fants’ sehool, which is a practice school, and
there is another in Claremont. Mr. Milligan
would bave nothing to do with those. Then
I understand that quite a number of the
teachers go down to James-street School for
practice. The Minister put up a very elever
defence of Mr. Milligan, and guoted a num-
ber of his qualifications. It was necessary,
because Mr. Milligan bas not received his
degree. Had he received his degree the very
fact of having those two letters at the end
of his name would have been sufficient guar-
antee that he had the very academie qualifi-
cations that the Chief Secretary put forward
for him, Then the Chief Secretary quoted
the reports that had come in from the ex-
Principal of the Training College. Mr.
Miles, of eourse, has no such reports in his
favour, simply because, heing an inspector,
he was writing similar reports concerning
other teachers, instead of having them writ-
ten abont himself. The Minister referred to
the popularity of Mr. Milligan as one of the

reasons for his appointment. T do not know -

that popularity should be a gualification for
an seademie position.

The Chief Secretary: Where did T quote
his popnlarity?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: You referred to
the handsome present of a grandfather
clock made to Mr, Milligan, If I were per-
mitted T might suggest that the same august
body might well present the Minister with
8 welking-stick, for T feel that, having re-
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regard lo the way in which le sidestepped
wany phases ot this yuestion, he might be
walking lame very shortly. However, 1 am
delighted to know that the teachers recog-
nised Mr. Milligan's good work.

Hon. H. Stewart: A grandfather clock
was rather appropriate.

Uou. H. J. YELLAND: [ would be de-
lizhted 1o congratulate Mv. Milligan upon the
work he has done for the union und for the
depuriment. Even so, it does not lollow that
L should sit down and see what seerus to me
a1 politicu) appointment made without having
anything to say. As to Lthat motion of con-
gratulation fo Mr., Milligan, I was sitiing
here the day after the Minister delivered his
speech, the day an whiel it was reported in
the Fress, when L was ealled o answer the
telephone. 1t was a long distance eall at full
rates. The caller turned out to be one re-
presenting & number ol teachers. He said,
*[ wanted to let you know Lhat the veport in
to-day's paper of the Minister's reply fto
your motion is in some instances wrong.
That motion eovering the present made to
Mr. Milligan was made during the closing
hours of the session, when there were fewer
than 60 teschers present. Tt was moved by a
triend of Mr. Milligan’s a wember of the
practising school staff, was formally secon-

“ded, aned was carvied withowt connuent, The

Minister’s statement that there were musieal
honours is net corveet.” I liive been reading
from the original note I made at the tele-
phone. My informant fold me he was at the
meeling af which the molion was made, and
that it was hrought on in the closing honrs.

Hon. E. T But he didn't oppose
it.

Hon, L J YELLARD: 1 do not suppose
be would, The hon. nember mus( agree that
when one s in opposition like that and recog-
nises that one of the principals of the Teach-
ers’ Union is being put upon them by the
Government through preference to their
unionists, the man who is suffering wonld
rather ~uffer in silence than inenr the dis-
pleasure of those in power nt of his fellow-
unionists. Consequently, he says nothing. [
am informed that the motion was earried in
silence, and so I must assume that the only
contribntion lo the musieal honours was that
subsequently made by the Chief Seeretary. I
want to know why it was that the Chief See-
retary in his speech magnified these occur-
rences, why he put so much emphasis on
them. In my view it was to eamouflage the
position and sidestep the isswe. That brings

trav:
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« me ko the Muresk College appointment. 1 am
pleased to think my motion bas bronght from
the Government, through the Chief Secretary,
a statement regarding the rumour that has
been circuluting for so many months to the
eficet that the post of Principal of the
Muresk Agrienlinral College was delinitely
vifered to Mr. Milligan. \We have not pre-
viously had a Government annoubcement re-
garding it. While evorybody was under the
impression that the post had heen offered io
Mr. Milligan, the tile lnid on the Table gave
ne indication, although it was said that the
letter offering hin the position, a doenment
that should have buen ou the file, had been
removed trom the file. However, the Min-
ister’s  staiement  lends eredence to the
rumours in cirenlation, In moving the motion
T said that Mr. AGlligan had deelared that he
had been offered that position, but that we
had not heen able to get to the bottom of it.
The stutement that, 1 helieve, has resulted
in bringing out the reply from the Minister
was made when [ osaid {hat iff {he position
was offered to Mr, Milligan we would know
what to think of the Government in makine
that offer, since the post was under the Pub-
fic Seivice Commissioner; and that if it had
not been offered to Mr. Milligan we wonld
know what to think of Mr. Milligan for say-
ing that it had been. T think wmy conelusion
was a fair and just one, Now we have re-
liable information on the point. Tt is the
first offieial information we have had, and of
rourse we now know what te think of the
Governmoent.  Faney a Government offering
the position of principal of an agrienltural
eollege to a wamn wha has not even the
slightest qualifications in respeet of agrienl-
ture!

Hon. H. Stewart: It was a violation of
the Publie Bervice Act,

TTon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes, distinetly, it
wonld have heen if they had been suceessful
in making the appointment.

Hon. H, Stewart: That is nothing to what
they are going to do in the fauture.

Han, H. J, YELLAND: The Govermment
should have considered the prestize of the
coltege in the eyes of the Eastern States.

Hon. F. H, Gray: Why how down to
them?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: It is not a matter
of howing down to them; but a matter of
comparison between our institutions snd
these of the Eastern States. I ean sneak of
the Roseworthy College, Sonth Australia,
which | have known for many years. T ean
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zo right back te 1890, when Professor Low-
ric was in charge of it, a gentleman who
afterwards eame over here as Direc-
tor of Agriculture, it heing recognised
that a man bholding that position should have
high aeademie and agrienltural qualifications.
1le¢ held the M.A. degree and B.Se. degree in
agrieulture from the University of FEdin-
burgh. Following bim was Professor Tower
trom Ameries. 1 have forgotten what his.
iualifications were. Following him was
PProfessor Perkins, the present Director of
Agrienlture in South Awstralia, a man whe
went there with the highest agrieultural
diplomas from France. He has had many
years' experience at the Roseworthy Agri-
eultural {olleze and also in wine making-
in that State. Following Professor Perkins
was Mr. Colebatch, whe had the R.D.A.
from South Australia and went to Edin-
burgh where he passed his B.Se. and
M.R.C.V.S. That is the type of man placed
in eharge to give prestize to the agrieul-
tural college in South Australia. Now that
Mr. Colebateh has left, Mr. Birks, who has
the RM.A. and B.Se. in agrieulture, has
heen appointed. The South Australian
(iovernment recognise the great work domne
by the agrieultural eollege in that State
and insist that there shall he in control of
it only men of the highest calibre. When
we compare theiv attitude with what would
have happened i€ the Government here had
had  their way in connection with the
Muresk appointment, T ¢an only ask what
would have been the opinion in the Eastern
States of our agrienitural eollege. It would
have been said that in Western Australin
ihe principal of the agricultural college was
a man taken from the rank and file of the
Kdneation Department. I have nothing to.
sny against Mr. Milligan, but when the Gov-
vrnment offer such a position to a man that
does not possess the qualifications, they
are letting down the agrienltural industry
and the farmers generally.

Hon. G. W. Miles: Milligan showed his
rood sense by turning down the offer.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: When the posi-
tion was offered to Mr. Milligan applica-
tions were called from varions parts of the
Commeonwealth. I have been acecused by
the Chief Secretary of lamenting that Mr.
Hughes was appointed. Let me quote from
memory the opinion I expressed a session
or two ago regarding the appointment of
Mr. Hughes. I said if T hod a son whom:
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1 should like to place under a man of
integrity, common sense and ability, I eould
choose no better man than Mr. Hughes, I
do not think I eould give him a higher
.testimonial than that. We had placed be-
fore us the gualifieations of Mr. Hughes
and the qualifications of the other gentle-
man from the Eastern States whose name
I have forgotten. Each of them possessed
the same academic qualifications, but the
other had had 10 ycars’ experience in an
agricaltural colleze and was highly re-
garded in the Eastern States. Had he been
appointed, he would have been of immense
assistance to the State, would have added
prestize to the college and given the in-
stitution an impetns such as it is not likely
to receive even from the appeintment of
such a valued and highly esteemed gentle-
man as Mr. Hunghes.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Are you suggesting
that that was a politieal appointment, too?

Hon. IL J. YELLAND: I have not sag-
-gested that it was a political appointment.

Hon. G. W, Miles: Mr. Kitson ought to
know whether it was.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: I do not know.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: But I suggest
that the attempted appointment of Mr.
Milligan to Muresk was political. In the
Eastern States applicants for such posi-
sions must have high academic qualifica-
tions, and yet the Government of Western
JAustralia were prepared, according to the
-pdmission of the Chief Secretary, to give
Mr. Millizan the post when his only
aeademic qualifications recognised by the
University were a half of a first year's
pass in the degree of B.Se. for agriculture.

The Chief Secretary: That is in Western
Australia.

Hon. II. J. YELLAND: Yes, and when a
candidate has passes in any other portion
-of Australia they are eredited to him if he
wishes to eomplete his conrse in our Uni-
versity. There is a reciprocal arrangement
between the wuniversities that permits of
passes in one university counting as passes
in other untversities. The real fact is that
Mr. Milliean, from his work in the Uni-
versity of Western Australia, has one pass
only and that is in geology.

The Chief Secretary: That is so.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: He was given
credit for his work in biology and
mathematies from New Zealand. Those
passes in the New Zealand University gave
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him bhis matrieulation entrance to the
University of Western Australia and were
counted to him as passes, for which he was
granted exemption, so that he could carry
on his university career here. lle starled
off in 1913 to obtain the B.Se¢. degree in
agrienlture and at the end of the first year
he was suceessful in passing his examina-
fion in geology. If a ecandidate obtains
only one pass in one year it is not eredited
to liim, and if Mr. Milligan wished to con-
tinne the eourse he would have to take
geology again.  Consequently, the only
academie elaim that Mr. Milligan can make
as regards the University in the State in
which he resides is a matriculation pass
and a pass in biology and mathematics, all
of which were obtained in New Zealand.

Hon. II. Stewart: That is half of the
first-year course.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Yes.

The Chief Seeretary : Now deal with
South Australia,

Hon. H. J. YEILLAND: I have pot becn
able to trace any record in South Australia
and for that reason I asked Lhe Chief
Seeretary to obtain the information from
the University authovities, The Chief
Seeretary, however, turned down my re-
quest and practically accused me of some-
thing that was not altogether compli-
mentary. Reverting to the Muresk ap-
pointment, we now know definitely that the
position was offered to Mr. Milligan, Just
a little before that I happened to be in the
country when a member of the Labour
Party, who was neither a farmer nor a
representative of a farming constitwency,
took the platform and delivered an address
entitled, “What the Labour (Government
have done for the farmers” When we
weigh things up and realise what they
would have done, if they could, by appoint-
ing a man not possessed of the necessary
qualifications to earry out azrienltural ex-
periments and be the prineipal of the main
agricultural institution in this State, we
cannot recard the efforts of the Govern-
ment to help the farmer with that degree
of sincerity that they would like us to be-
lieve actuates them.

Hon. G. A. Kempton : It was a lucky
escape for everybody.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND : And for Mr.
Millizan especially,

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: And for the
pupils as well.
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The PRESIDENT: While the hon. mem-
ber may incidentally refer to the Muresk
appoeintment, the question before the Chair
is the Training College appeointment.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I am simply
answering  statements made by the Chief
Seeretury. He referred to the Muresk ap-
pointment and said there was a sclf-ap-
pointed hoard of selectors who acted with-
out Ministerinl sanction,

The PRESIDENT: The hon. member
may refer to the Muresk appointment hui
only incidentally.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I am simply ve
plying to the vemarks of the Chief Scere-
tary, who anentioned that the Myresk ap-
pointment was made withont Ministerial
sanction, although the appointee was sel.
ected hy gentlemen who had been requested
by the Publie Serviee Commissioner to as-
sist him in the work.

The PRESIDENT: To the extent that
the Chicf Seeretary referved to the Muaresk
appointment the hon. member may also ve.
fer to it.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: I am wmerely
yeferving to it in order to corveet a wrong
unpression  conveyed by the Chief Seere-
tary. He said the gentlemen who made
that selection were seif-appointed and
had wot Ministerial sanetion, Tle men-
tioned that the I'rofessor of Agrieunlture was
not a member of the selection committee
and pertinently asked why he was not?
The reason was lhat fhe Professor of Mori-
eulture was ill. T am inelined to think he
was out of the State at the time; at any
rate, he wax too ill to undertake the work.

on. E. H. Gray: Was he mvited?

Hon, M., J. YELLAND: [ obtained my
information from the Public Service Com-
missioner and I am merely repeating what
that officer toldl me. The Publiec Serviee
Commissioner felt that he eould not make
the appointment himself becanse it was of
a techmieal nature,

Hon. H. Stewart: He needed adviee.

Hon. 1. J. YELLAXND: Yes, the adviec
of cxperts, and the experts selected were
the Dirertor of Fdueation. the Director of
Agriculiure, and, as the Professor of Agri-
colture was ill, the University authorities
were asked fo appoint someone in his placs,
and Profes<or Shann was appointed.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Tt sonnds a bit thin.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: It is not thin.
The Pnblic Service Coounissioner nas that
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power and he dil make that appointment.
Iat eculd not be a selt-appointed board.

The Chief Secretary: When did the Pub-
lic Serviee Commissioner make that state-
ment?

Hon. H. T. YELLAND: T got into touch
with him on the telephone.

The Chiet Seevetary: But he was away
in England.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Tt was hig de-
puty, who looked up the matter for me.
I simply went to the fountain head. From
the way in which the Chief Secretary is
smiling, one would think I had committed a
misdemennour in going to headquarters,

The Chief Secretary: Tt is news to the
Government.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The Chief Seec-
retary accused me of casting innuendoes.
He asked me whether the chosen man was
a friend of one of the selectors. T know
that report was about at the time, and it
was o most unkind and unfair suggestion.

Hon, X. 1. Gray: Was it true?

Hou. TI. J. YELLAND: No. When the
report eame ont I went to the Director of
Agriculture and asked him if he knew this
particular gentieman, He said he had never
met him, and the gentleman in question
alse published in the “West Australian” a
denial of the nceusation that he and Mr.
Sutton were friends,

The Chiet Secretary: Who suggested that
Mr. Sutton was referred fo!?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The rumonr
was freely eirenlated that Mr. Sutton was
the friend. Unfortunately T have been un-
uble to get into tonch with him beeause he
has been out of town, otherwise T would
have re-aifirmed the position. While we
arve satisfied that no friendship existed he-
fween these two gentlemen, it is recognised
in the serviee that the man to whom the
position was offered was a elose friend
of the Minister in charge of the department
at the time. They are looked upon as close
friends to-day.

The Chiet Seeretary: Which Minisier?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: T refer to the
Minitster for Lands (Hon. M. F. Trey).
T am here to deny that there was any
friendship hetween Mr. Sutton and the
selected individual, and 1 am also eredibly
informed that between the person it was
infended to appoinf and the Minister in
charge of the department at the time a close
friendship exists. 1 feel in honour hound
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to protect Mr. Suiton by siating the faets
as I know theuw.

Hon. W, H. Kitson: Did the Chief See-
retary mention Mr. Sutton’s name?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: No. Although
he did not mention any names, I kmew
wherein lay the rumour.

Houn. W. H. Kitson: What right have
you to associate the remarks of the Chief
Secretary with such rumours?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Because he asked
me if I would deny that one of the selee-
tors was a personal friend of the seleeter
candidate?

Hon. W. H. Kitson: You deny that now?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I deny it so far
as Mr. Suatton is concerned. I went direct
to him. I must infer that Mr. Sutton was
referred to, Lecanse the selected candidate
from Vietoria denied it in the “West Aus-
fralian.,” He could not have denied it un-
less there had been a rumour to that effeet.
The Chief Seeretarr made only one refer-
ence to the matter, and that can only apply
to this particular rumour. My deduetion
was, therefore, correct.

Hon, W. H. Kitson: Not at all.

Hon., H, J. YELLAND: 1 can now drop
any further reference to the Muresk College.
The policy of the Government on that oe-
easion has taught them a lesson, and has
resulted in the appointment to the Train-
ing College heing taken out of the hands
of the Public Service Commissioner. In
my previous speech I pointed out that the
prineipal of the college came under the
Public Service Act. According to the Min-
ister, the appointment of Viece-Prineipal is
to be taken away from the control of the
Public Service Commissioner and from the
purview of the Appointment Board of the
Edueation Department, and iz to be made
8 Ministerial matter. We know there are n
few of these appointments, and it is a very
convenient method for the Government to
employ. The failure of the Government
to land their fish in connection with the ap-
pointment at Muresk has taught them a
lesson, and the danger of allowing the Pub-
lic Service Commissioner to have a say.
Hence, they have transferred this particular
position from the Public Service Commis-
gioner and the department, and have made
the appointment a Government one. It is
to this procedure that I have so much objee-
tion.  The Chief Secretary referred to a
delegation of tenchers who waited on him
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early in his Ministerial career upon the sub-
ject of the position of Viee-Prineipal at the
Trzining College. By a strasge coincidence
the leader of the deputation was the gentle-
man who eventually received the appoint-
raent.

Hon. E. H, Gray: Would that be a dis-
qualification?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: I do not know
that it would be, and it was not suggested
that it was a disqualifieation. It was, how-
ever, a coineidence. I wrote to the Minister
some time ago on the subject of academic
qualifieations, and I still hold to the opinion
I expressed then. The Minister in relating
the incident, did not give all the facts,
neither has he drawn a line between the
various stages dividing the teaching staiffs.
I have here a copy of the “Education Cir-
cular,” where it is shown that the schools
are divided into secondary and primary.
The primary school! children are those who
receive only primary tuition, This week I
had a notification from the head teacher of
the sebool that my daughter attends, inform-
ing me that she had passed the sixth stand-
ard and must now go to & higher school.
She has gone us far as she can at that par-
ticular school and now has to go to the
Perth Girls’ School, although she is as yet
under 13 years of age. It would be ridicul-
ous for me to say that teachers in charge
of children of that age should possess aca-
demie qualifications. No one would be
stupid enough to put forward such a view.
It was in conneetion with these schools that
I wrote to the Minister, and I maintain that
I adopted the right attitnde. The next stage
is the secondary school stage, and beyond
that we have the teachers’ Training College
where the teachers themselves are trained.
In the primary schools children go to the
sixth standard in most cases, but may go as
high as the junior standard. In those
sehools the teachers do not require to have
academic honours. Nafurally, therefore, the
art of teaching becomes a necessary feature
of those who are in charge of such childven.
I find from the “Education Circular” that
the high schools are those at Albany, Bun-
bury, the eastern goldfields, Northara and
the Perth Modern Scheool. At the Albany
High School eight teachers have degrees and
there is one without; At Bunbury nine have
degrees and one is without; at the eastern
goldfields high school seven have degrees
and four have none; at Northam nine have
deprees and two have none: and at the Perth
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Modern School 23 have degrees and four
have none.

Hon. J. Cornell: What about the Perth
Boys’ School? That is the best of the lot.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The boys there
are not taken beyond the junior standard.
I have not bothered about it because it comes
under the heading of the primary schools.

Hon. J. Cornell : Tt is a secondary school.

Hon. H. Stewart: It does not reach the
leaving standard.

Hon. J. Cornell: From the seventh to the
ninth standards it is the best school in the
State.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND : In the secondary
schools the ehildren have to be tanght up to
the leaving standard, and the students have
to be trained so as ko pass into the uni-
versity. At those sceondary schools the vast
majority of the tfeachers ihemselves hold
university degrees, liut we go a step fur-
ther. When we have to train the teachers
themselves, we are told that a university de-
gree is not necessary. Where is the depart-
ment’s logic in putting forward such a pro-
position?  However, it is not the depart-
mental experts who have made that sngges-
tion. 1t those experts epuld logically carry
out their poliey, they would do so. but they
are prevented from doing it by what in an.
other place has been termed a hody of lay
men who objeet to the experts doing their
special work, Therefore I do not withdraw
anything I have said as to the uselessness
of academiec qualifieations in connection with
primary edueation. In passing I may men-
tion another matter, one which came under
my notice during the last elections. It has
a bearing on the Chief Secretary’s remark
that his appointee on the Classification
Board is Mr. Davy. The Minister has told
only half the story. He did not say who
were the other two sppointees. One is the
president of the Teachers’ Union, Mr. Milli-
gan; and naturally it would be impractie-
able for the Director of Education to go to
that board on this matter while Mr, Milligan
was there.

The Chief Secretary: At the same time,
the Director is responsible to the Minister.

Hon. H. Stewart: For this partieular
posttion?

The Chief Seeretary: No; generally.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The Director is
responsible to the Minister, who can instruct
the Director to refer to whom he, the Minis-
ter, chooses. If the Minister, instead of
coming here to sceuse the Director of not
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having referred the matter while he himself
had neglected his duty of insisting that the
Director should refer——

The Chief Secretary: He had already re-
ferred the matter to another board, of his
own ereation.

Hon. H, J. YELLAND: I do not see the
point.

The Chief Secretary: He had already re-
ferred the matter.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: To this par-
ticular board?

The Chief Secretary: No. Top the Chief
Inspector and the Principal of the Training
College.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: He simply
asked for their remarks on the matter, as
is usually done. It is a eommon thing for
the administrative head, wher making an
appointment, to refer to the departmental
head under whom the particular officer
may he working; and that is all that was
done in this case.

Hon. H. Stewart:
created position.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Quite so. 8till,
the Minister has attacked the Director of
Education for not having referred the mat-
ter to the Classifieation Board. If it ought
to have been referred to that board, it was
the duty of the Minister, as Minister, to
ingtruet his Director to refrr the matter ac-
cordingly, and not come here and simply
strive to cover up his own tracks by throw-
ing the responsibility on the Director, who
is under the Minister’s control. Why did
the Minister neglect his duty by not seeing
that the matter was so referred?

The Chief Secretary: It was oot my
duty.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: If the Minister
found that the Director had neglected his
duty, it behoved the Minister, in the in-
terests of the State, to eall the Director’s
attention to the omission. That is why I
consider myself justified in drawing atten-
tion to the matter as I have dome. When
the Chief Secretary referred to Mr. Davy's
appointment, I was reminded of an ineident
which oceurred during the general election
and whith has 2 bearing on the present
question. During the election eampaign at
Broome, speaking on the policy of prefer-
ence to unionists, Mr. T. A. L. Davy, the
Minister's nominee on the board—nominated
because of his impartiality—definitely stated
that when he was acting on the board he
asked what was the meaning of certain red

But this is a newly
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marks against the names of certain teachers
in a book kept there—either a roll or some
other record—anil that he was told the red
marks were there for the purpose of indi-
cating that the feachers ogainst whose
names they were placed were not due for
promotion. Upon Mr. Davy putting fur-
ther questions, the chairman of the Classifi-
cation Board, Mr. Milligan, told him that
those teachers were not members of the union
and therefore were not due for promotion.
Mr. Davy protested, but in vain; and then
he made that statement on the public plat-
form at Broome. Mr. Drew therenpon
challenged the aecuraey or trnthfulness of
Mr. Day’s statement, asserting that if Mr.
Davy had said this—we have evidence that
he @id say it-—then, to use the reported
words of the Chief Secretary, it was an
unmitigated fabrication.

The Chief Secretary:
phrase at all.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: But that is the
phrase which was reported.

The Chief Secretary: The vreport has
been ¢orrected. T said it was untrue.

Hon. H. J. YELLANT: We will aceapt
the Chief Seeretary’s word. T was only
repeating the phrase which was reported,
and T am sure the Minister nppreciates the
reason why T have mentioned the matter.
Both expressions mean the same thing; one
is merely a little milder than the other. We
got into touch with Mvr. Davy, and he re-
freshed his memory by aganin looking at the
hook in question, with the vesnlt that he
was confinned in his view as (o what he
had stated being correet. Whether that
book is there now

The Chief Savretary: Mr. Davy was
fquite eorrect., Tt was done by the depart-
ment without my knowledge.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: Very well
That being sn, there is really no necessity
for me to go on. Without the Minister’s
knowledge the union, or whoever had charge
of the book, marked in red ink the names
of teachers who were not members of the
nnion, and those feachers were set aside by
the president of the union as officers not
available for advancement.

Hon. H. Stewart:
the union?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: At that par-
tieular fime, Mr. Milligan.

Hon. H. Stewart: But who made the
red marks?

Y never used that

Who was president of
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Hon. H. J. YELLAND: 11 could not
find out. I simply know that the book was
there, and that it was avatlable to members
of the board. Mr. Davy, being a member
of the hoard, of course had access to the
book. I am simply repeating information
which has been given to me. I de not know
who made the ved marks, but I have no
reason to ouestion the accuracy ¢f my in-
formation or to suggest that there was any-
thing wrong.

The Chief Seeretary:
by Mr, Milligan.

Hon, H. J. YELLAND: T do not know
that it was done by Mr. Milligan.

The Chief Secretary: Nor by the
Teachers’ Union, Tt was done by a depart-
mental officer.

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: The Chief See-
retary has given his explanation, which I
am quite prepared to accept; but I am
stating the facts as they appear on the sur-
face to us.

Hon, E. H. Huwrris:
marker?

Hon. H, J. YELLAND: Evidently some-
one in the department who has aceess to
this book and is able to mark off teachers
who are not unionists.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Do other depart-
ments also keep snch books and red-mark
not-unionists?

Hon. H. J. YELLAND: 1 cannot con-
clude without referring to a wmaiter men-
tioned by the Minister in closing. There
was a veiled threat relative to some future
appeintments. We all know that the old
veteran, the Chief Inspector of Schools, is
abonut to retire on his well-earned pension,
and that another appointment will have to
be made. T do not know definitely, bnt I
understand, from the Chief Secretary’s re-
marks that the position 1= to be filled accord-
ing to the “policy” of the Government. 1 ean
assure the Chief Scerctary that future ap-
pointments will be watched with a great
denl of interest. Since the preseni ap-
pointment has been made, as we say, ir-
regnlarly, we are wanting to know whether
there is a possibility of further iregulari-
ties oceurring. Names are already being ns-
sociated with the prospective vacaney: [
heard some guite a long while azo. The
Chief Seereiary has said that the Govern-
ment intend to earry oui their edueation
poliey, and that, in effect, nothing on earth
will stop them from deing it in their own
way, appointing whom they like and how

Tt was not done

Who is the red
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they like, so long as the Government poliey
is carried out. Tf future appointments are
made irregularly, I do not think that action
in protest will stop with the moving of o
motion such as this, but that some stronger
steps will be taken.

The Chief Secretary: 1 suppose I shall
be expelled from ihe House!

Hon, H. J. YELLLAND: 1 do not say
anything about thai. However, if the Min-
ister feels that he bas such a bad eonseience
as to render a step of that kind necessary,
then 1 feel very sorry for him and recom-
mend him to mend his ways. The Minister
veferred to a stateiment made by me that
I thought the present appointment had given
dissatisfaction 1o a number of teachers. He
said he thought that if a vote could bhe taken,
95 per cent. of the teachers would be found
in favour of the sictual appointment. 1 mmn
quite sure that hc over-estimates the figure.
1 fecl confident that if a vote were taken he
would not get much more than 35 per cent.
in favour of the present appointment. ow-
ever, that is just pitting my opinion against
the Minister’s. [ wish to point out that the
friends ean hail and make a big nolse, and
that because of the preference to unionists
clause those who favour it inay hail and
make believe that they are satisfied with the
appointment; but the Chief Seecretary must
bear in mind that those who suffer from the
appointment will suffer in silence rather
than run the risk of incurring the dis-
pleasure of a diseriminating Administration.
That is the reason why the Chicf Seeretary
has not heard the objections which have bueen
raised to the appointment. In conclusion
let me say that theve is a prineiple whieh
shonld govern every Adwinistration. Min-
isters are expecterd to hold inviolate the
trusts vested in them, and one of those trusts
15 to make appointments in accordance with
Acts and regulations. I have tried to show
that that has not been done in the present
ease. My reason for bringing the matter be-
fore the House is that by such a disregard
of Acts and regulations Parliament is, T was
going to say, insulted. T hardly know of
any other word that will fill the bill. The
laws have been flouted and the trust reposed
in the Government has been broken in this
appointment. The merits and demerits of
the applicants matter little to me, but the
hasis of the appointment and the violation
of the trust imposed on the Government are
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to my mind serious breaches. In looking
through these papers, it seems to me a
great injustice has been done to Mr. Miles,
that he has been crucified to permit of the
elevation of Mr. Milligan, who was the
keeper of such a record in the Education
Department and who, as president of the
Teachers’ Union, should have insisted upon
the regulations of the department being
carried out to the letter. The men who have
raised themselves to high positions in the
State by their hard work and devotion to
duty should not have been superseded by
anybody eclse. That is one of the aims of
the Teachers’ Union, and for the president
of that union to have been the first to break
away from that high ideal is to my mind not
very complimentary to that gentleman. This
should forever silenee those who vehemently
charge industrial employers with the black-
listing of unionists., The action of the de-
partment in making this offer to Mr. Milli-
gan, and of Mr. Milligan in aecepting it,
have not been to the ceredit of either. When
I eompare the qualifications of the two gen-
tlemen, and realise what they have done for
the State and for edueation generally, T feel
that if we look ab it with unbiassed eyes we
must see that u great injustice has peen done
to Mr. Miles and to all those others recom-
mended in preference to Mr. Milligan.
Moreover, Mr. Millizan has aceepted the
position in violation of one of the principles
of the union he professes to uphold. I feel
I have done my duty in calling attention to
this matter, and that no further good could
be accomplished by letting it ro to a vote.
I have published the faets far and wide, and
have done it solely with a view to clean
politics and of doing my duty in the position
to which my electors bave called me to pro-
teet their interests, and =0 I ask leave to
withdraw the motion.

Motion by leave withdrawn,

PAPERS—AGRICULTURAL BANK
LOANS.

Clearing by British Labour only.

DNelmile resummed from the 24th November
on the following motion by Hon. J. Cornell:

That all papers dealing with loans granted
to scttlers for elearing purposes by the Agri-
cultural Bank trustees, the expenditure there-
of being restricted to British labour, be laid
upon the Table of the House.
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THE CHIEF SECRETARY {Hon. J. M.
Drew-—Central) [4.50]: In reply to Mr.
Cornell, let me say that it is true the Gov-
ernment have assisted the mining industry to
the extent of paying one year’s premiums on
employees under the third schedule of the
Workers’ Compensation Act. It is rather a
myopie view for a goldfields representative to
take when he assumes that the firewood in-
dustry is part of the mining industry. He
might just as well argue that the explosives
industry or the manufacture of mining
machinery come under the same head. In
any casz the argument has no applieation in
this instance.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It has an application
in the Arbitration Court.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Govern-
ment payment of premiums under the third
schedule of the Workers’ Compensation Act
applies to every mine in the State, no mat-
ter who supplies its firewood. On further re-
fleetion the hon. member will perhaps fai} to
gee the force of his contention. Of course
the Arbitration Court’s award raised the cost
of getiing firewood, and ns 2 natural eorol-
lary the ecompany raised its price to the
mines, Other companies or individuals did
not raise their price, but other mines get the
same treatment from the Government. This
eoncession was given by the Government, not
to the suppliers of firewood, but to aid the
mining industry, which employs nothing
like 65 per cent. of alien labour, as im-
plied by the hon. member. In venturing to
assert that the Golden Horseshoe employed
50 per cent. of alien labour the hon. mem-
ber, I am informed, is quite inaccurate. The
largest foreign labour employing mine the
State ever had, employed only approximately
that number. Recently we were asked to re-
striet the employment of foreign labour in
mines to 25 per cent. Investigation proved
that less than 20 per cent. were engaged in
that form of industry. There i3 no analogy
between Agricultural Bank advances to far-
mers and advances under the Mining De-
velopment Act. A goldfields member shonld
know that a mining lease must be worked
by a eertain amount of labour, and it would
be grossly unfair to compe! an owner to
employ a certain number of men and then
stipulale their nationalily, especially in a
calling where skilled lahour is scarce. Axe
work is not skilled labour in the sense that
mining is.

Hon. J. Cornell: Tt is is just as skilled as
shovelling.

[COUNCIL]

Hon, Sir William Lathlain: Clearing is
skilled work.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: Any man
can gain a knowledge of chopping down
trees in the course of a few weeks, and in
an occupation like that the Government can
safely siipulate that our own people must
be first absorbed in employment before
others are engaged.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: They don’t
like the work.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am sorry
to hear that,The Government have been lend-
ing in the aggregate very large sums of
money through the Agricultural Bank to far-
mers {esirous of clearing their lands. There
has beeu unemployment, and the Government
were convinced last year that much of that
unemployment was due to alien immigra-
tion. At the same time we are introducing
migrants into this country under an agree-
ment with the Imperial anthorities and the
Commonwealth Government.  Under that
agrecmoent the State Government undertake
to settle migrants on the land. There is in the
agreement, a further clause which says—
“The Government shall find assisted mi-
grants sunitable employment in the State
at the same vate of wages as Aus-
tralians o¢f =imilar experience” Investi-
gation by the Government through the
Police Department bas shown that there
are many Southern Europeans in the agri-
eultural distriets, and that they are offering
their services to farmers at 10s. a week and
keep, and that they have been employed
at that figure. The result is that Aus-
traliany have a diffieculty in getting
work on the farms, and British migrants
find it more diffienlt still, owing to
the competition of this alien labour. Is it
any wonder thon that the Q(overnment
in lending money fo farmers should, in
view of their responsibilities to their own
people and the agreement they have eatered
into with the Imperial and Commonwealth
authorities, make it a condition of the loans
from the Apgreultural Bank that British
subjects should be employed. We are not
responsible for these aliens coming to West-
ern Australia, and we have protested against
their being brought here. In a letter writ-
ten fo the Prime Minister on the 2nd Aug-
vst of this year, Mr. Collier pointed out
that, from figures supplied by the Customs
Department he had found that for the three
months, April, May and June, 265 Ttalians.
99 Greeks, 146 Jugo Slavs, 30 Albanians,
and 69 other aliens, or a total of 609, had
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landed in this State. He said the resuit
of this influx was that many of our own
people were thrown out of employment by
the foreigners, who were prepared to work
for little wages, and that it was increasing
the difficulty experienced in placing the men
who came out to Western Australia under
the Migration Agreement. The Prime Minis-
ter replied quoting figures supplied by the
Commonwealth Statistician indicating that
whereas the percentage of unemployment in
Western Australia was 11.4 in 1922 it was
only 4.4 in 1927. Another instance of figures
being made to prove almost anything. The
eommunication was most courteous in tone,
but ne assurance of relief from the trouble
was definitely promised. It therefore be-
hoves the Government to proteet its own
people as far as possible to the extent of
doing nothing to encourage such a class of
immigration. The old-time objections fe
Asiatic immigration were raised not only on
the ground that these coloured races were
not likely to conform to our ideas of civili-
sation, but that by working for small wages
they would lower the standard of comfort
which enables a man to live decently and
bring up his family respectably. Judginy
from the wages for which Southern Euro-
peans work, as proved by the investigations
of the police, they can scarcely be expected
to help to bunild np the Commonwealth ou
lines which make for its social improvement,
or which would conduce to its strength
should it be ecalled upon to fight for its
existence, Men who aome here and work
for 10s, a week and keep are not of the
breed that will enable Australia to main-
tain an honouted place among the dominions
which help to form the British Empire.
‘With regard to the employment of South-
ern Europeans by the Main Roads Board,
the Deputy Chairman states that when the
Horseshoe mine ¢losed down representations
were made as to distress amongst those
thrown out of work. Arrangements were
made for about sixty men to he absorbed
in road work. Deserving cases were selected.
The cireumstances of each were taken into
congideration, With the exception of
eleven, they were all British subjects. The
board’s policy is not to employ foreigners,
and Mr. Cornell has selected the only in-
stanee on record where foreigners have been
put on and retained until the completion
of the job. The circumstances were, how-
ever, peculiar. The board took men who
had been emploved on the Horseshoe mine
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and who were known to be absolutely in
need of help. .

Hon. E. H. Harris: And they took only
those who couid produce a union ticket.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am in-
formed that they took deserving cases. It
is very easy for the hon. member to make
an interjection of that kind. He suggests
that desirable cases were deliberately over-
looked.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Nothing of the kind;
do not put that comstruction on my words.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: It was the
only constrnction that could be put upon
them. The Orion Roek eamp work to which
Mr. Cornell refers employed 27 men, not 44.
The whole of the foreigners, 11 not 21,
happened to go to the one job.

Hon, A, Burvill: What do you propose
to do with them?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: That is not
our responstbility. Tt is not our responsi-
bility to provide work for all these people.

Hon. A. Burvill: They are here; you
must do something for them.

The (HIEF SECRETARY: Mr. Bruce
ought to be consulted on that point.

Hon. V. Hamersley: They find work for
themselves,

The CHIEF SECRETARY : Now we
come to the Swede. He was employed at
Macpherson Roek and when Ministerial in-
struetions were subsequently issued, that
iio foreigners were to be employed exeept
those naturalised and married te Austra-
lian women with families resident in the
State, until Anstralians and other British-
ers were shsorbed, he was then put off and
Mr. Cornell was advised of the reason on
the 26th September. He was informed that
Mr. Olsen could not be re-engaged ak
present, and should look for work else-
where, as there were Australians and other
Britishers available for employment on the
Macpherson Rock Reservoir. All this is in
conformity with the poliey of the Govern-
ment which is to discourage the immigra-
tion of aliens and encourage the immigra-
tion of British subjeets. There seems
nothing wrong with that policy. If we
were responsible for these foreigners com-
ing here it would be a different matter. But
they are being brought out here not onmly
against our will, bat despite our protests.
Hence we feel under no obligation what-
ever to find them work, when they arrive
in this eountry. Proof is available that
there is an organised svstem in Italy for
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Macing Ttalian immicrants in Western Aus-
tralia, In September 1926 the Commissary
Gieneral of migration in Ttaly presented »
report to the Ttalian Prime Minister. To
that report there was a nreface which the
Commissary General urged that “every
Ttalian should read.” In the preface the
prospeets of setfling Ttalians in Australia
are reviewed, and there is a very illumina®-
ing refercnce to this State. The Comuwi=-
sary (leneral savs:i—

Wesgtern Australia is the State which has
suffered lenst through the arrival of cmigrants
not nominated, and where conditions are at
present relatively the best, given the ease with
“with whieh our emigrants adapt themselves to
clearing and woodentting generally. A repre-

sentative of the Commission has been sent
there to provide for the placing of cmigrants.

Here is evidence of oreanisation. Not onlx
are the ITtalians being sent here, but a
repregentative of the FTmizration Commis-
sion, appointed by the Ttalian Government,
is here to provide for the placing of these
cmigrants. That is what the officinl report
tells us, and it zoes to show that an attempt
is being made on well-defined lines and
with the help of the Ttalinn Government, ¢o
send to Western Australia a elass of immi-
grant for which we are in no way prepared.
In view of that fact, and of our obligations
to the Mother Conntry, as well nzs to Aus-
tralinng, and the necessity of maintaining
the standard of coimfort to whiel our
people have become accustomed, the Cov-
ernment would be wanting in their duty if
they offered inducenient to aliens to come
to this State—which they would be doing
if they acted in the manwver in whieh ths
tenor of Mr. Cornell’s speech would sectn
to imply. I have mnch pleagare in laying
on the table of the Ilouse the papers asked
for by Mr. Cornell.

HON. V. BAMERSLEY (East) [5.9]: T
regret that the Government in their con-
sidered wisdem have thought fit to deay
many of our settlers the right to use
moneys that they themselves are respon-
sible for. After all, those people cannot
borrow money from the private institutions
beeause in a great measnre the Government
have mopped up most of the money the
private institutions have; also, the Gtovern-
ment themselves hold the security of the
land. Tt is Government land, and until the
titles are passed along to the settlers by

[COUNCIL.]

{he Governmeut il is a very risky seeurily
for the private institutions to lend money
on, so that the formers might proceed with
the work of development, ln days pone hy
the Govermment institnted the system by
which money would be lent to settlers on
land that was still Governmenl land and
until the title had been handed over. When
a person harrows money from the Govern-
ment, he undertakes fo work that land,
Then it 1s fo he preswmed that the money
should be ploced at the disposal of the
fdividoal, e is responsible for the ex-
ponditure of it, aad if he ean get a more
satisFactory elass of labour than that which
he has heen in the habit of emploving, it i3
unlair that the Government should dietate
to him and deelare that he imust not employ
certain labour, a class of labour, ready and
willing to do the wark. We know also that
Australinns do not eare to take on clearinz
jobs,

Hon, E. H. Gray: Yon do not give them
a woud enough price,

Tlon., ¥V, HAMERSLEY : | know n man
at York, well able to pay for work done
on his property without the aid of tie
Government, who declared that he would
hold up for our particularly  favouredl
workers, an arca of 2,000 aeres. He zaid
that these people could come along and
clear it at their own price. Do yon know
that he held up that Tand for two vears and
nolly would take on the work of clear-
ing?  And le stipulated, too, that the
clearvers eould do it at their own figure, T
knew of many who repeatedly endenvour
to employ Anstralians to do the work of
¢learing. and in wany instabees T rogret to
sav, these men take on the contract but do
ot attempt to earry it through. Their one
idea is to heat the employer. It is not a
question of price. Employers ean give 30s.
£2 or £2 10s. an aere and no matter what
the price may be the job is alinost invariably
seamped. On the other hand, Italians do the
work satisfactorily.  Their one idea is to
complete their job so thal they may get
other employment in the surrounding dis-
triets. OFf course, we have heard complainis
occasionally, but on the whole the tendency
on their part is to do their work well, and
so establish a good name for themselves in
the hope of getting other contracts. These
foreigners are doing the work that many
settlers eannot get people of cur own nation-
ality to ecarry out, and in the absence of
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those men we would find it very diffienlt fo
clear many of the lands in readiness for the
plough. '

Hon. E, H, Gray: There would be no diffi-
culty if you paid more. .

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY: The foreigners
are doing work that is ereating trallic for
our railways. They are elearing in the back.
blocks where many of our own people do not
eare to go—on the outskirts of ecivilisation.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: There are no
picture shows there.

Hon., V. HAMERSLEY : We should wel-
eome these Italians for the work they are
doing. I have been told that the same thing
has oceurred in America, that these men are
in a great measure responsible for the great
prosperity of that country. They are the
real hewers of wood and drawers of water.
Our own people are more prone to take on
the working of machinery to earry the traffic
that is created hy the initial work of the
foreigners. There would not be the hand-
ling of large quantities of produce at our
ports were it vot for the work being ereated
by the foreieners. The agrienlturist should
have the right to say what eclass of man he
ghould employ if he finds them willing and
ready to work. It is generally admitted by
those who desire clearing to be done, that
these men have been eminently satisfactory.
I regret that the Government have indicated
that they are not inciined to lend money to
settlers who are in that position. It has put
some of them in a very awkward position
becanse they have employed foreigners and
the contracts are only half completed. I
know of some Italians who are going about
the country distriets looking for clearing
work. They eannot go to some £armers who
have employed them hefore becanse of the
geare that has been ereated that the Govern-
ment will not lend money if those people
are given the job. I hope the Government
will not adhere too rigidly to their decision
that such work must be given to Australians
or Britishers, hut that they will render the
game assistanee as has been available in the
past.

HON. H. STEWART (South-East)
[6.18]: The fact that foreigners have been
able to secure clearing contracts, is owing
to the large amount of developmental work
that is going on, and to the old experienced
clearers of 15 years ago not being available
to-day.
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Hon, E, H, Gray: They were driven out.

Hon. H. STEWART: No, but some clear-
ers drove settlers off the land because elear-
ing costs were too high. All those who take
up land and secure alvances from the Agri-
caltural Bank do not inake good.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Perhaps all those that
Mr. Gray spoke of have not made good.

Hon. E. I, Gray: I have made good, so
that is the difference.

Hon. H. STEWART: Naturally those
who are on the land would always prefer
their clearing work to be done by Austra-
lians or Britishers.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They have a petuliar
way of showing their preference.

Hon. H. STEWART: I do not think Mr.
Gray is conversant with the position, par-
ticularly with the preferences of those asso-
ciated with the development of the land. X
know of no instance in my gdistrict of
Italians being emploved in conneetion with
agricoltural development.

Hon. E. H. Gray: I ean take you to plenty
of places in your district. I could take you
to Gnowangerup, for instance.

Hon. . STEWART: I spoke of my own
knowledge; I do not know whether Mr. Gray
regards my district as covering the whole
of the South-East Province which is about
the size of Englard. I do not profess to know
the conditions regarding the employment of
clearers throughout the whole provinee. T
am convineed that any Australian or Brit-
isher would prefer to have his elearing work
done by his fellow countrymen rather than
by foreigners, if the work could be done at
anything like a veasonable price. Most of
the clearing is done by contraet and to-day
we have not the experienced clearers that
were available years ago. The Agriecultural
Bank advanees only what is eonsidered the
value of the clearing and the hank pays for
the work only when it is done. The money
the bark is prepared to advance at so much
per acre cleared is what, in the opinion of
the bank’s inspectors, is a fair and reason-
able amount for the work. I know of no
instance of a settler endeavouring to get
that work done at less than the price at
which the loan is available. Mr. Hamersley
has pointed out that the money borrowed
from the Governmnent through the Agricnl-
tural Bank has to be repaid by the settlers.
It is desirable, therefore, that setilers shall
have the work done at a price that will not
unduly burden them regarding the interest
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they will have to pay. The Minister said
that practieally anyone could use an axe.
I am rather surprised that he should
endeavour to convey the impression that
anyone could unse an axe and do clear-
ing work on conditions that would be
economically sound. Some men can do so,
for there are men who will take the advice
of experieneed scttlers and do as they are
told.

Hon, E. H. Gray: Are you using that
argument in favour of increased prices?

Hon. H. STEWART: T will deal with
specific instanees to show the hon. member
that his interjection is beside the point.
The Leader of the House conveyed the im-
pression that <learing amounted fo un-
skilled work. Any man who is willing to
work and will follow the advice of men ex-
perienced in agricultural matters ean make
good wages on the basis of Agrieultural
Bank rates available now.

Hon. J. Nicholson: Have you known of
any instanees of clearers getting 10s. a week
only.

Hon. H. STEWART: I had intended
asking the Leader of the Hounse if the in-
stance he referred to dealt with a man who
was paid wazes, or had taken on a contraet
and through lack of experienre was not able
to make more than 10s. a week.

The Chief Secretary: He was paid
wages at the rate of 10s. a week.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: I know of men re-
ceiving £2 n week and tucker.

The Chief Secretary: Contraet prices
were given in ecounection with some in-
stances but I did not mention them.

Hon. H. STEWART: What the Min-
ister has said is rews to me snd I certainly
have not known of such instanees in my
district. At Bridgetown T was told of one
man who had had a lot of clearing done by
Britishers years ago but that man now finds
that Britishers are not available, or will not
toke the contraets at the prices offerine.
He has heen compelled to let contracts to
foreigners. He says that not all the for-
eigners are satisfactory, but that some take
contracts and do the work quite well at
recognised fair contract prices. He had
had some work done 12 months before the
trouble arose. I would like to remind hon.
members that a new chum ean tske his axe
and undertake clearing work. From the
experience he gains during the first six
weeks or so he is ahle, if he displays suffi-

[COUNCIL.]

cient initiative and understanding, to com-
pete with more experienced clearers.

Hon. A. Burvill: On the other hand,
some may not.

Hon, H., STEWART: Ii all depends
upon individuality. I do net believe that
all people are endowed with the same
amount of vitality, physical energy, consti-
tution, or mental equipment. We cannot
put all men on ihe same level. Regarding
Mr, Gray's references to prices, it was
brought home strongly to me recently when
T learnt of one man who had had hundreds
of acres of clenring work available flor
yeéars past. He had advertised the con-
tracts and men had taken small areas from
time to time and completed their contracts
at good prices. Then an old experienced
clearer came along and asked that individual
whether he had any clearing work to be
done. When he was informed that there
was work available, the clearer found out
where it was, went along and had a look
at it, came back and put in his own price,
which was somewhat lower than the price
that had been available for years past.
That clearer, without any particularly fav-
ourable weather eonditions to assist his
work, undertook the clearing and finished
his contract. He made more than other
clearers equally experienced, but who had
had the advantage of higher prices and not
more favourable land. He was thoroughly
satisfied and did not work more Lhan 48
hours a week. He had the knowledze and
experience and was industrions. Some men
who are observant will agquire very quickly
the knowledge of how to clear in the Great
Southern distriet. Others do not. They
will not benefit from experience. nor will
they aceept advice. They seamp their
work., Clearing work of that deserirvtion
means that it is often much more expensive
to have the clearing work donc preperly by
contract at a later stage. Some men o not
elear flush with the ground or in arcord-
ance with the requirements of tlr owner.
That makes it more expensive =hes the
clearing has to he thoroughly danr 'n the

long run. Tf farmers were ah'e ta “nreges
the condition of their land whken  ‘'earing
rontracts were 'et to some rlvv - they

would he very eareful fo see that '~ work

was done well. 1 would po'nr v Mr.
Gray that we have had exparien " that
sort of thing at Newdegate wher ''a yn.
o ‘n'nved wer® s-nt out to A ring
of holdings. Ths work was <vn™ A the
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ultimate contraet price Tepresented an in-
cubus upoen the settlers, when the task of
properly clearing the holdings was under-
taken. Mr. Hamersley has referred to the
way clearing work was carried out at times.
I believe we are all in favour of Austra-
lians or Britishers having the first chance
of the work, and in 99 cases out of 100
that preference will be extended to them.
It is not that the work 13 unprofit-
able for there are instances that can be
quoted of men having made sufficient
out of their clearing contracts to be able
to save up and purchase properties.
Some men will stick to clearing work for
vears; others, like the prospector, will make
a cheque and then knock it down. A man
of the latter type is often the best for the
work. Throughout the couniry there is a
tremendous amount ¢f work in progress in
the shape of group seitlement, road coun-
struction, railway construclion, and water
supply works, and there is a real shortage
of labour for the development of the agri-
cultural areas. We hear a lot about ihe
unemployed around the metropolitan area,
but unemployed nve noi to be found in the
country distriets. In the country work may
be obtained at a contract price fixed by the
Agrieultural Bank trustees and considered
by them to be a fair and rcasonable price for
the work. Tf Australians are not willing
to undertake clearing contracts at the price,
it is justifiable in the interests of develop-
ment that other Inbour should be employed.
T feel strongly that general sentiment would
give preference 1o Britishers if they were
prepared to do the work at a reasonable
price, such as that laid down by the Agri-
cultoral Bank.

HON. E. H. GRAY (West) [5.33]: 1 con-
gratulate the Government on the stand they
have taken and I hope they will tighten up
the instructions.

Hon. J. Cornell: Then to be consistent
they shonld not buy fish from southern Eur-
opeans.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Tt is a faet that many
farmers are trying to evade the instruetions
by letting contracts to Britishers and Aus-
tralians who are engaging alien labonr for
the work. T know positively that the con-
ditions and wages of clearers have retro-
gressed since the advent of alien immigration.
I have no objection to an alien provided he
is a deeent ecitizen and adheres to the stand-
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ard of living that Australians observe. The
trouble is that the aliens will not do that.
I am certain that the reason why they are
employed in Western Australia is that their
labour is so mueh cheaper than that of other
migrants.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: They do not
take the work more cheaply.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is extraordinary
that a member of the Labour Party should
have to stand up in this House and plead
with members to support the Government in
their efforts to give British migranis a
chance. If the desires of members are ear-
ried ont, it will be necessary to stop the
migration of Britishers and flood the State
with aliens.

Hon. V. Hamersley: You do not know
what you are talking about.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : No matter where one
may go in the wheat areas, large numbers
of aliens are employed. I1f the statements
made by some members are correct that the
alicns ave better workers and do the work
more sati=factorily, then we munst stop  the
immigration of Britishers, because the only
outlet for labour in this State is on the
land.

Hon. G. W. Miles: There is room for some
on the whart, too.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: It is aseless to en-
courugre a policy of inmigration when the
farmers say the migrants are no good. Mr.
Holmes interjected that Britishers would
not do the work, What an insult to our
own people! Has not the State been built
up to its wpresent stage of development
through tke labour of Britishers? Mem-
bers talk ahbout the British Empire and wave
the Union Jack, but when the acid test is
applied they favour the employment of
cheap labour from southern Europe. I hope
the Government will tighten up their in-
structions and ensure that the money pro-
vided through the Agrienltural Bank is not
advanced to permii of the exploitation of
southern Europeans. They are being ex-
ploited, and becanse they know a little more
about food values than do our own people,
they are able to keep in fairly good condi-
tion, They will he exploited until a stand
is taken in their defence.

Houn. J. Cornell: You are referring to olive
oil and garlie.

Hon. 5. H. GRAY : Those are gooa staple
foods. In the interests of the aliens as well
as the migrants coming from the 0ld Land,
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Government action is necessary. How ean
we develop the eountry if we shut our own
people off the kind? 'The present shortage
of lubour in the counfry is due to the bad
conditions and the low prices ruling for
work. 'This State is prosperons enongh and
the farmer is prosperous enough fo permit
of the Aarieultural Bank ineveasing the price
for clearing. Western Australin will never
be more prospercus than it is at present and,
if the rate for eleaving is insulficient, there
is no veason why the Agrienltural Bank
should not inerense it.

Hon. G. Potter: But the farmer has fo
repay the money to the Agrieultural Bank.

Hon. G. W. Miles: You want to introduce
a go-slow poliey sueh as you have in all your
unions,

Hon, E. H. GRAY: All the talk about a
go-slow poliey is merely designed to throw
dust in the eyes of the people.

Hon. (3. W, Miles: You arve the one that
is trying to throw dust in their eyes.

Hon. E. H. GRAY : I am pointing ouf the
faets. [ have travelied through the State
sufficiently to acquire a knowledge of the
poxition and T say the farmmers are exploiting
the aliens,

Hon. J. Nieholson: Can vou give us an
instanee?

Hon. E. H. Gray: Yes.

Hon. J. Nicholzon: Then let vs have it,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Only on Saturday
last a farmer said to me, “Tt is a godsend
that these people are coming here for it
enables us to get our land eleared cheaply.
It is an opportunity that has not occurred
for 30 years” In Western Australia there
is a land hunger; prices are high and there
is suflicient margin between the cronomig
priee of land and its virgin price to give
every one participating in the work of
elearing decent living conditions and wages.

Hon. J, Nicholson: That does not give
us any information,

Hon, G. W. Miles: No, but the hon.
member has made a lot of noise.

HON. J. CORNELL {South—in reply)
[5.40]: My intentions when spenking to the
motion have heen either misjudged or mis-
understood by the Chief Seevetary. I take
little notice of Mr. Gray because he has
to blow off occasionally.

Hon. E. H. Harris: It provided a good
snfety-valve for him.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I shall return to
him later in my remarks. T launched the

[COUNCIL.]

wotion for two reasons ouly., The first rea-
son was beeause of represenfations made io
vou, Mr, President, Mr. Dodd and myself
rexarding the peculinr position at Newde-
Jate where British labour was not forih-
roming and the work was given to Southern
Buropeans, but wher the work was done,
or partly done, the Agricultural Bank re-
fused to make the advanves. | asked for
some information as te liow those settlers
won'd he freated, and whether the Govern-
ment would stand fast to their desision and
not pay for the work that was done under
a misapprehension or in cexeeptional eir-
cumstanees. I regret thai the Chief Secre-
tary did not say whether the (Government
would make inquiry and advance the money
it payment was eonsidered to he warranted.
That was the main objeet in my moving the
motion,

The Chief Seceretary: No injustice hns
heen done.

Hon, J. CORNELL: | uunderstood that
the Newdegate settlers would have te carry
on as best they could. T did not quote from
the files because ithe Minister eonrteously
placed them on the Table before the motion
went to the vote. Another point T desired
lo clear up was whether the Agrisultural
Bank trustees, of their own volition, im-
posed this embargo.

The Chief Seerctary: No.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Then the Govern-
ment directed them to do it.

The Chief Seerctarv: Yes.

Tlon. J. CORNELL: That is another

point cleared np. T think the bringing in
of the mining industry and the advanee re-
cently made by the Government was
germane to the subject. It was brought in
only for the purpose of illustration. Money
advanced by the Agrienltural Bank—publie
funds—could not he used by settlers for
clearing work if they emploved alien lab-
onr, Imt Government grants—again publie
funds—are being made to earry on the min-
ing industry, grants that are much more
precarious than Agrieultural Bank advane: s,
and no reference has been made to any em-
bargo on the employment of Southern Euro-
pean lahour.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They have an estah-
lished standard of living.

Hen. J. CORNELL: According to the
hon. member the only standard a southern
European wants is olive oil and garlie. 1f
there was any justice behind the decision
of the Agricultural Bank trustees nat
to make advances for clearing done by
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southern Europeans, surely the same policy
should apply to the grant of £5,000 re-
cently made to the Golden Horseshoe mine.
The Southern European is not fitted to go
clearing, but he ¢an work in a mine. [
want to see this country peopled, but to be
consistent we must apply the embargo all
round,

Hon. H. Stewart: There is the construe-
tion of the Meekatharra-Horseshoe railway.
tiovernment funds were advanced for that.

Hon. J. CORNKELL : It is doubiinl
whether the Wiluna inine ¢an bhe worked
withont Southern Eunropean labour. 1If il
is fair to place an embargo upon the ex-
penditure of Government money in one
direction, it is fair to exfend it in another.
I may have been misunderstood when T re-
ferred to the Covernment advance of
£:10,000 odd to the mining industry in eon-
nection with the Turrawang Firewood in-
dustrial award. 1 said that 63 per cent. of
those employed hy the Firewood Company
were Southern FEuropeans, but did not
apply this remark to the mining industry
generally. There llas never been less than
65 per cent. of Southern European labour
employed in the goldfields firawood indus-
try, and it is a notorious fact that the
mining industry would not have kept going
hut for this class of labour. The Chief
Secretary says that the advance of £33,000
wnes all over the State. T say that 80 per
cent, goes to the Kalgoorlie and Boulder
mines, which draw their supplies of fire-
wood from the Kurrawang Firewood Com-
pany, which company in turn employs 63
per cent. of Southern Europeans. The
Olsen casc stands apart from the other
question. Olsen is an educated man, and
an nequisition and an asset to Western
Augtralia. His views wounld carry great
weight when he wrote to Sweden and
pointed out what had happened to him
here. Whilst I agree that we must en-
deavour to people this country with
Britishers, T do not think anv member of
this Chamber would have the slightest
objection to Swedes coming here in great
numbers. They are good settlers, and we
could not get better. That is why T eited
the Olsen case. Whilst the Minister and
the Under Secretarv for Works had the
courtesy to reply to me, the secretary of
the union ignored my letter when I bronght
the matter nnder his notice. Aliens are ae-
cepted as members of the union, but nothing
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is dong for them, and the Government do not
care to interfere. There is no doubt Olsen
was victimised because he was not an Aus-
tralian born. The Chief Secretary said that
inquiries made by the DPolice Department
showed that Southern Kuropeans have been
employed iz the farming industry for 10s. a
week and their food, and that this was one of
the reasons for the embargo. Logically, that
declaration means that although the farmers
may be sweating these people, the Govern-
ment are prepared fo go further and pre-
vent them from getting any work at all.
Hon. A. Burvill: That is bound te hap-

pen.
Hon. J. CORNELL: We must face that
issue. The Government are not responsible

for bringing these people here. The respon-
sibility for that lies with the Commonwealth
Govermiment. They are here, however, and
are being denied work, and no proper inquiry
i3 being made into their conditions. Unless
some understanding is arrived at with the
Federal Government, the interests of Aus-
tralia will not be advanced, and great hard-
ship will be inflicted upon these neweomers.
It is no more the fault of these Southern
Europeans that they are here than it is our
fault. Some years azo two furmers holding
large areas along the Midland Railway line
told me that if they had their way they wounld
not employ a southern European on their
properiies, They snid, however, there was no
one else to do the work. The old contract
clearer had departed, and the remaining peo-
ple had to be ewmployed on day labour in
order that the work might be done. It was
impossible for anvone to take contracts for
clearing and employ men on that system.
Much agaiust theie grain, these farmers had
been forced to let extensive clearing contraets
to Southern Furopeans, for there was no
British labour offering for the work. I am
not prepared to say that the southern Euro-
pean is o better man than the Britisher. In
the matter of clenving I doubt whether there
is mueh difference hetween the average Brit-
ish immigrant and the Southern Furopean;
one knows as little about the work as the
other.

Hon. W, T. Glasheen: One may have more
inelination for the work than the other.

Hon. J. CORNELL: There is no doubt
about that. The Southern European has not
been brought up under the Government dole
system, Tt happens that T picked out the
only main road eamp in Western Australin
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which employed Soutbern Eurcpeans, I know
gome of these people and look upon them as
good citizens. Some of them are married and
have families. As the Chief Secretary says,
they are entitled to the work and they can do
it. I happened to be there with a settler who
was an Australien. He said, “Here am I with
an Agricultural Bank embargo placed upon
me. 1 eannot get anyone but Southern Euro-
peans to do my work, but I am not allowed
to employ them, although they are employed
by the Main Roads Board.” Settlers are
bound to make eomparisons of this sort. The
main objection to Southern Europeans seems
to be that they are unsophisticated. Some
farmers are doubtless prepared to exploit
them. They do not know our standard of
living, and therefore, cannot conform io it.
Their tongue is also foreign. On reflection
Mr. Gruy would doubtless admit that, given
a decent chanee, Southern Europeans have
made good in this State, and have become ex-
cellent c¢itizens and farmers, Many of them
are in kis own constituenaey.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Quite right.

Hon. J. CORNELL: The Chief Secretary
has overlooked one important point. Al-
thongh this embargo has been placed upon
Southern European labour for clearing worlk,
these people ean select their own land and
reeeive advances from the Agricultural Bank
I have recently made inquiries of the bank
concerning this and found that the position
is as T have stated. These people, however,
cannot employ their fellow countrymen to
asgist them in clearing the land.

Hon. W. T. Glasheen: That is idiotic.

Hon. J. CORNELL: No one ean dispute
that reasoning, T regret that a way out has
not been found for the Newdegate settlers.
I understand this is the first specifie case
bronght under the notice of the Government.
I lay this Oattering unction to my soul that
70 or 80 per cent. of the settlers in that dis-
trict are “diggers.” They found a way out
once before, and will do so again.

Question put and passed.

BILL—APPROPRIATION.

Reeeived from the Assembly and read a
first lime,

BILL—AUDIT ACT AMENDMENT.

Message received from the Assembly noti-
fying that it disagreed to the Council’s
amendment, and giving Teasons.

{COUNCIL.]

BILL—CONSTITUTION AQT
AMENDMENT.

Second Reading—negatived.

Debate resumed from the 1lst December,

HON. BE. H. GRAY (West) [6.3]:
Knowing that there is a great deal of work
to be done, I shall not speak at length on
this Bill, which however calls for comment
from every member.

Hon. A. Lovekin: You ave flogging a dead
horse.

Hon, E. H. Gray: I do not think so.
The measure, if enacted, would fulfil the de-
sire of many people who have for years been
entitled to vote for the Legislative Coun-
cil, or should have been so entitled, but have
been denied that right. The Bill does not
in any way propose the abolition of this
Chamber.

Hop. H. Seddon: It is not frank enough
to disclose that wish,

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Apart from the ques-
tion whether the Legislative Couneil is neces-
sary or nof, every decent man and woman
should ve entitled to the franchise for it
while it exists,

Hon. E. H. Harris:
provide for that.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Thousands of men
and women who are entitled to the franchise
are now denied it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: And thousands have it
who should not have it.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The Chief Electoral
Officer, we learn, intends fo issue 52,000
claim cards f{o persons who are entitled
to enrolment for the Legislative Council. He
would be well advised to refrain from wast-
ing his time and the State’s money while
the franchise posifion remains s0 obscure
and tangled. Indeed, the position is so con-
fused that large numbers of people who are
entitled to be enrolled do not know it. Even
men of eunlture and edueation whom I have
canvassed in the metropolitan distriet have
produced to me the two acknowledgment
eards, Commonwealth and State, as proof
that they were enrolled for this Cham-

The Bill does not

ber, The present basis of the fran-
chise is wunjust, cutting out altogether
foo many people. Who represents the

beiter asset to the State—a man with
six children in a four-roomed house, or a
citizen who does nothing but own a hlock
of lJandY Under the present system the man
owning a block of land worth £17 annually
is entitled to the vote, while the man with
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six, eight, or ten children, who is \_vort.h
£4000 or £5,000 to Western Australia, is
not so entitied.

Hon. A. Lovekin: Where do the children
sleep—out in the bush?

Hon. E. H, GRAY: In the house. A shop-
keeper who defies decent standards of health
can claim the vote and obtain it.

Hon. G. W. Miles: He shonld be prose-
cuted and fined.

Hon, E, H. GRAY: But he ean claim the
vote and must be given it. The decent shop-
keeper who takes a flat to live in is denied
the vote.

Hon. J. Nicholson: But the other shop-
keeper does not get the vote for sleeping in
the shop.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: He is entitled to the
vote if he elaims it.

Hon., J. Nicholson: I never saw that in
the Act,

Hon. E, H. GRAY: It shows the unjust
and ridieulous nature of the present basis
of enrolment.

Hon. A, Buorvill: Your statement is ridic-
wlous.

The PRESIDENT: Order! The hon.
member most be allowed to proceed with
his speech.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: The statement may
be ridienlous, but it is trne, Suppose two
men rent a house between them, and one
pays the rent to the landlord, while the other
tenant pays half the rent to the man who
pays the landlord: only one of the two
tenants can enrol in such cireumstances. If,
however, the tenants alternately pay the
landlord, they can each secure a vote. A
basis which admits of that is manifestly
wrong. It means that the fly people who
take the trouble to master the ‘basis of en-
rolment get the {ranchise, while other
people, valuable citizens, are deprived of
the vote. There are all sorts of ways of
legally securing the vote while decent men
and women are deprived of it. The Bill
goes a long way to rectify that undesirable
position, No one will say that decent citi-
zens should not be enrclled. Surely mem-
bers of the Legislative Council are not afraid
of the people.  When the community at
large considers that this Chamber should
be abolished, it will be abolished, but that
has nothing to do with the present measure.
Members who oppose the Bill should get up
and defend the existing franchise.

Hon, E. H. Harris: It has already been
defended.
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Hon. E. H, GRAY: The statement has
been made that this Chamber is needed to
check hasty legislation. Such a check may be
necessary, and 4 Labour Administration in
power constitutes such a check. Even if the
franchise is broadened, a prospect which
many members view with apprehension,
there is still this consideration, that in the
event of any braod of Government being re-
turned to pewer, there will still be elections
for the Legislutive Council and the people
will be able to register their approval or
disapproval of the Government at those
elections. The Bill does not cut away any
privilege of this Chambher.

Hon. A. Lovekin: If we had equal fran-
ehise, would you give us equal rights with
regurd to money Bills?

Hon. E. H. GRAY : That question can be
discussed when it comes up. One clause of
the Bill provides for the abolition of plural
voting. It has been asserted that the mum-
ber of people in possession of the plural
vote is very small indeed; but the system is
unjust and antiquated, and no elector should
have more than one vote. The clanse broad-
ening the franchise may require amendment
to make it more definite. Mr. Harris made
mild attempis to ridieule the clause, and
sought to meke the House believe that the
provision would give the vote to anyone
dwelling in & tent or an old shaeck.

Hon, E, H. Harris: That is guite true.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: Not so, Under the
clause in question anyone living in a house
fit for buman habitation will be entitled to
the Counci] franchise.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That is not so accord-
ing to the Bill.

Hon, E. H. GRAY: To say that anyone
putting up a tent on four sticks would be
entitled to the vote under the clanse 1
absurd.

Hon. E. H. Harris: That ic what the
Premier said several years ago, and it is
recorded in “Hansard.”

Hon. A. Lovekin: The speech iz merely
propaganda.

Houn. E. H. GRAY: No. The members
of this party are giving expression to their
opinions and the opinions of their sup-
porters, This iz a burning question with
Labour people. Men and women who are at
present vefused the franchise claim greater
representation in this Chamber, When the
opportunity offers, it is our duty to give
expre sion here to views that we promul-
gated on the publie platform. It is ridien-
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lous that a man or a women 21 years ot
nge who is entitled to a vote for the Legis-
lative Assembly, where Governments are
made and where the finances are adminis-
tered

Hon. H. Seddon: How about eases like
that of the Minister for Works, who could
get a vote and did not obtain it%

The PRESIDENT: Order! There are
too many interjections.

Hon. E. H. GRAY: 1 am in a position to
state that the Minister for Works now has
the vote. The fact that be did not possess
it previously, shows the unjust basis of the
existing qualification. I hope bon. mem-
bers will give the measure their serious con-
sideralion. I earnestly assure them that
large numbers of people want this amend-
ing Bill carried. Justice should be done to
thousands of hard-working people by pass-
ing the measure, fhns incidentally eausing
this Chamber to be held in higher esteem
by the eommunity generally.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following resuit:—

Ayes .. e 7
Noes .. .. .. 16
Majority against L. 0
ATES.
Hon. J. Cornell Hon. J. W. Hickey
Hon. J. M. Drew Hon. H. Seddop
Bon. E. H, Oray Hon. W. H. Kitson
Hon. E. H. Harris {Telier.)
NoES.
Hon. A. Burvill Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hon. J. Bwing Hon, W. J. Mamn
Hon. W. T. (Glasheen Ilouw, J. Nicholsom
Hon. V. Hamersley Hon. G. Potter
Hon. 1. I, Holmea Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. G. A. Kemplon Hon, H. Stewart
Hen. Sir W, Lathlaln Hon. H. J. Yelland
Hoo. A. Lovekin Hon. ¢. F. Baxter
( Peller.)
Parrs.
AYER Noes.
Hon. J, R. Brown Hon. G. W. Milen
Hon. J. B. Dodd Hon. E. Ross

Question thus negatived.

Sitting suspended from 6.18 fo 7.30 pm .

BILL—MEEEATHARRA-WILUNA
RAILWAY.
Second Reading.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Hon, J. M.
Drew—Central [7.30] -in moving the sesond
reading said: This Bill denotes something

[COUNCIL.]

which ust be cheering to the people of
Western Australia. It denotes that the min-
ing industry, which first brought this State
into prominenece and gave the first impetus
to its prosperity, is not dead nor dying, but
is about to experienee a revival, the assured
extent of which will be great, but the full
extent of which it is impossible to foreeast.
1L is many years since Parliament was asked
to approve of a mining railway of the di-
mensions of the one under review. ‘There
has not been the necessity, unfortunately,
and our atfention in this respeet has been
conlined to railways necessary in the inter-
ests of the agrieultural industry.  That.
after o lapse of 36 years since gold was
first found in quantity in this State, the
need should again arise to provide over 100
miles of railway ecommunieation to assist
the development of another goldfield within
our territory, must prove a further splen-
did advertisement for Western Austraha.
and renew the faith of investors in our gold-
mining possibilities. The proposal contained
in this Bill is the construction of a railway
from Meekatharra to Wiluna, Wiluna ean-
not he said to be a new goldfield, Up to 13
vears agoe it had produced a million pounds
worth of zold. Then the process of develop-
ment slowed down, for some reason or other,
until four or five years ago, when a vom-
pany was convineed by geologieal and other
datn that there was consideruhble auriferons
wealth in the distriet awsaiting exploitation.
At the same time the company recognised
that it would be foolish to proeced with
the thorough testing of the mines unless
there was an assnranee from the Govern-
ment of the day that a railway would be
built if there was sufficient justifieation.
Accordingly, Mr. John MecDermott, on be-
half of the ecompany, wrote to the then
Premier of the State (Sir James Mitehell)
a letter in which he expressed the view-
point of the shareholders. A few extraets
from this letter, and the reply of Sir James
Mitchel), will make the position elear as to
the present obligations of the State. M.
MeDermott opened his communieation by
stating that the object was to secure a pro-
mise to submit to Parliament a measure for
an extension of the existing railway line to
Wiluna, after the ‘¢company’s share of the
contract had been carried out. In the
course of his letter, Mr. McDermott said:—

The gold and base metal industry of West-
ern Augtralia has been sinking with alarming
regularity for some years. A feeling of Gov-
ernment indifference to the State mining in-
terests has been steadily growing amongst
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mining investors, particularly in London, so
much so that large suma of cash capital earned
by mining companies operating in Western
Australin have been invested in other coun-
trica, and particularly within the last two
yenrs in Canada. Mnny of the leading diree-
tors of Westralian mining companies are join-
ing Canadian mining beards and, should this
drift be allowed to continue, interest in West-
ern Australinn mining will soon cease alto-
gether. 1o such an event a tremendous con-
certed effort by the Government and people
of Western Aunstralin would be required to
regalvanise a favourable opinion in outside
investors. Such an opinion is essential to, and
can alone secure, the supply of the large sums
of ecapital neccssary to re-establish the pros-
perity of the State mining industry. 1t might
never be uble to be revived, no matter what
effort is put forward, onee the interest of
the leaders and jnvestors in the industry, who
wore attracted by the great Coolgardie gold
rush, have finally scevered their connection and
interest with Westralian mining.

Mr. McDermott then referred to the inter-
est the Government had been taking in the
mining ndustry, and, after that, got down

to bedrock by stating what his prineipals

were prepared to do if the Government were
to pledge themselves under the conditions
he stipulated to build a railway. Let me
quote from him further. He says:—

Subject to your Government promiging to
introduee when called upon by me as a Gov-
ernment messure, which will be accorded your
tullest support, a Bill authorising the exten-
sien of the cxisting railway lino to the Gwalia
congolidated group of leases, Lake Way, and
passing through the townsite of Wiluna, the
route to bLe at the eelection of your Govern-
ment, and the building of the railway to be-
gin immediately the Bill has received the ap-
proval of Parliament, I am authorised to state
that my prineipals in London are prepared to
form a company to purchase, work and equip
with necessary treatment plant, the eaid leases
now under ontion t¢ me at Lake Way, and
provide n cash capital of not less than
£300,000, which money will be anent entirely
in the interests of the company within the State
of Western Australia,

That letter wns sent to Sir James Mitchell,
the Premier of the day, who replied in the
following terma:—

I am in reeeipt of your letter of the 12th
instant, askine that a Bill be introduced to
Yarliament anthorising the extension of the
existing railway line to the Gwalia consoli-
dated groun of mining leases rt Take Wav,
passing throngh the townsite of Wiluna, and
in reply have tn advise yon that when the
Minister for Mines ecrtifies thnt the develop-
ment at thic mine jostifies the eangtruetion of
a light line. Parliament will he nsked to auth-
orise thn exmenditore, but this information
must not h~ used for flotation purpnses. All
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detuils in counection with development work
that may be necessary to enable the Minister
to issuc his certificate must be subject to ar-
rangement with him. The Government will
weleome the discovery of mining fields of suffi-
cient vulue to justify the provisions of trans-
port facilities. Further, it will be a fortunate
dny for the State when the Minister can cer-
tify us above.

It will be seen that Sir Jamaes Mitehell did
not give an nnqualified promise. The build-
ing of the railway was to bu subject to a
certificate that the development of (he mines
justified its eonstruction. Nothing further
was lieard from the company, hut it pro-
ceeded vigorously to test the mine. Mean-
while a change ¢f Government took place,
and the company were anxious to know
whether that change affected the arrange-
ment, which bad been made with Sir James
Mitchell. So they wrote to the present
Premier asking for an expression of opinion
from the new Government with regard to
the matter. The Premier replied as fol-
lows—

With reference to Sir James Mitchell’s lot-
ter of the 22nd September, 1923, regarding
ihe provision of an cxtension of an cxisting
railway line to the Gwalia congolidated group
of gold mining leases at Lake Way, T have
to advise you that the matter bas received
the congideration of the Government, who are
prepared to endorse the undertakings therein
expressed,

Since then the mine has been ihoroughly
tested. Hon. members have no doubt read
the veport of Mr. Montgomery, the State
Mining Engineer, which was Jaid on the
Table of the House. That report deals ex-
haustively with the subject, but it is just
as well to quote a few extraets from it. Mr.
Montgomery writes—

On the whole the bores may be said to con-
firm the evidence of the levcls, and show that
like values exist 1o the lowest depths attained
by them, so that the coneclusions as to size and
value of the ore-bodies in the proved levels
may be expected to hold good to seven or
cight hundred feoet at any rate, giving a rea-
sonable probability of life for the mine at an
output of 300,000 tons annually above the
800 fet level for something like ten years.
There is no reason apparent why the lodes
shonld not persist to like depths as at Kal-
goorlie without mueh diminution of average
value. The Wiluna Mines Limited’s proposition
has now been well proved, The lodes are long
and wide. They have provided 340,711 tons
of ore from above the 100 fcet level, return-
ing £565,604 worth of gold, and “t now proved
that good ore extends heyond the limits of
th oldar workings, so that thrse ig a strong
probahility that the output frem the first 100
frot will not be less than 400.000 tons. The
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diamond drill boring which has been done
gives good grounds for believing that the size
and value will eontinue much the same for an-
other 500 feet in depth. There is no visible
geologica)l reason why they should not con-
tinue to like depths as the Kalgoorlie lodes,
and have a similar life of not less than, eay,
25 years,

Mr. Montgomery says there is no visible
geological reason why the results shonld not
continue te like depths as the Kalgoorlie
lodes, and have a similar life of not less
than, say, 25 years. If that proves to be
50, the mine should produce over 121 mil-
lion pounds worta of gold in that period of
time. Mr. Monigomery goes on to show
that the company’s mine is not the only
gold yiclding property showing good results
at Wiluna. He tells us—

Other mines at Wiluna, not at present work-
ing, have produced to end of 1926, a further
amount of 197974 tons of ore, returning
122 065 fine omnces of gold of value £518,133,
bringing the total production of the field to
538,685 tons of ore returning 225220 ounces
of fine gold, of value £1,033,737, showing that
the company’s mines are not by any neans
the only ones in the distriet, and that if the
field be revived there is great promise that a
further large production of gold will come
from leases other than those of the Wiluna
Mines, Limited.

The question of the successful metallurgical
freatment of the ore in this particular dis-
triet did at ore time give resson for doubt
to men versed in mining. That aspect, how-
evey, does not occasion Mr. Montgomery any
anxiety. e says—

There is no reasom to fear any unusual
metallurgical difficulty in getting a quite satis-
factory extraction of gold from the Wiluna
ore. It is expeeted that concentration hy flota-
tion follewed by roasting and cyaniding of
the econcentrates can be made to give an even
hetter and cheaper ceonomical result than the
standard sulphide treatment by roasting the
whole of the ore before cyaniding, but the lat-
ter can be relied «¢n for very satisfactory re-
sults if flotation should not come up to ex-
pectations.

Mr. Montzomery then refers to the finan-
cial position of the company. He re-
marks—

The company is understood to have very
strong financial support able to provide de-
velopment and equipment of the mines in the
most efficient manner, provided that the Gov-
ernment will give ¢rmmection with the State
railway system.

The Government have also cwatisfed them-
selves as far as possible on this point.

fCOUNCIL.)

Hon. G. W. Miles: Have the eompany ex-"
perimented successfully with the flotation
process?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: 1 ean-
not say. The mining superintendent stated
to the Railway Advisory Board, during
their recent iInquiries, that the company
had expended approximately £200,000
on developmental work, and expected to
have to expend anoiher £300,000 before the
mine would be properly equipred. The
company’s general superintendent, MMr.
Vail, has stated {hat there will be no diffi-
culty about raising the necessary money.
The Mines Department files show thut the
Ageni General reported from London that
the directors of the company there had
stated that the amouni of money put up
as at the 16th Jane last was £350,000, and
that they intended to raise a further
£200,000, making a total of £550,000. From
different sourees 1t has been aseertained that
a very considerable sum of money has heen
made available, and there is every cneour-
agement for investors to find all the capital
required. At the mine they have over a
million tons of ore blocked out. The
shafts have heen sunk and everything
is ready for the ore to Le taken out.
Although in the absence of a deecision as to
the partieular type of plant which will be
nsed at Wilona, it is not possible to forin
an aecurate iden of tonnage of machinery
which will be required for the mine, hut it
will probably be between 5,000 and 6,000
tons. Under existing eonditions that would
have to be carted from Meckatharra to
Wiluna at the rate of £5 a ton. With the
provision of railway Facilities the eost over
that distance would be reduced@ to 14s. =
ton. Hence on machinery for the equipment.
of the mine, there wvould be a saving to tha
company of £26,000 by the construction of
this line, and they will have that much extra
money to put into the work of development.
The Government having coneluded on the
facts and prospects that the construction of
n railway to Wiluna was warranted, it was
necrssary to eome to a decision as to the
point at which it should junction with the
present system. The Railwny Advisory
Bonrd was instrueted to make investigatiors
and report. In the first instanee the eompany
did not make any stipulation or suggestinn
in regard to the route. In the course of the
snauiries made by the Advisory Roard inurh
evidence was taken, and the mine manage-
ment and the attorney strangly urerd that
the line should junction at some point nlorg
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the Murchison railway system. After an in-
vestigation in copnection with which all
parties concerned were afforded an oppor-
tunity of giving testitony, the board sub-
mitted a report recommending that the line
to Wiluna should braneh off fromt Meeka-
tharra. In keeping with that recommendn-
tion, this Bill is presented. Let me read a
couple of extracts from the report of the
Advisory Board dealing with the guestion
of routes. They say:—

From the evidence given by the mines super-
intendent at Wiluna, it appesrs essentisl that
the shortest and most direet route to a seaport
should be adopted if costs of mining and treat-
ment are to be kept down and imported stores,
machinery and supplies obtained at the cheap-
est rate. Large quantities of round mining
timber will be required, while there is also
the probability thal oil fue} will be used to
a considerable extent, probably about 15,000
tons per snnum Leing required. In this re-
speet the Geraldton connection would be much
more suitable for Wiluna than the Leonora
one, as mining timber could be easily obtained
and the crude oil required could be shipped
direct to Geraldton, where bulk handling eould
be established,

Further on the Advisory Board say—

The Meekatharra connection wonld be the
shortest of the routes mentioned, and there-
fore the least expensive to comstruet. The
staff to work the line would be stationed at
Meckatharra, and would alse be available for
other main line work. The Geraldton-Meeka-
tharra line is up to standard, and would not
require any additional expenditure to carry
the extra traffic, and trucks returning empty
¢ould Le utilised for traffic from the mangan-
ese company’s line after they arrived at
Meekatharra. The Deputy Commissioner of
Railways states that the Meekatharra connee-
tion would be far and away the most e¢onomi-
cal one from a railway working point of view.
It will be seen that from the standpoint of
cost of construction in the first instance, and
perpetually in the reduced cost of the tran-
sit of goods, the Meekatharra route is re-
eognised by the Advisory Board as having
supreme advantages over any other, It will
be seen also that the Railway Department
state that the Meekatharra connection would
be far and away the most economical one
from & railway point of view. There are
some advocates of a Leonora eonnection.

Hon. &. W. Miles: They are not serious.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: The Advis-
ory Board bave prepared figures making a
comparison between the rates of freight
which would have to be paid if the Leonors
route were chosen as sgainst those which
will be paid if this line is built. Let me
quote a few as a sample of the whole.
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Hon, J. Nicholson: How much do yuvu
think it will cost?

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I have not
the figures; in any ecase it would be an csli-
mate only. The intention is to begin with
& survey, and until that is completed it will
not be possible to form an estimate.

Hon. E. H, Harris: Is it not estbuatcd
that it will cost £3,000 a milef

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I am not
gure. The Advisory Board have prepared
figures which are enlightening, It will be
quite suffieient for me to quote a few as a
sample of the whole. If the mine had .to
eonvey crude oil over the Leonora route, it
would have to pay £6 1s. 7d. a ton as
against £4 4s. 3d. from Geraldton. On
Class I rates the difference in the two routes
would be about £2 125, 9d. a ton. On some
items the cost would vary from £2 to £4
10s. per ton. On Class B goods—machinery
and other such heavy freight, the rate would
be £4 2s. 3d. via Leonora and £2 17s. 8d.
via Meekatharra. Not only that, the cost
of construetion would involve the expendi-
ture of about £221,000 more from Lconora.
That is also a rough estimate because 1 do
not think there has been any survey of
the country between leonora and Mceka-
tharra. )

Hon. @ W. Milea: Yon will eall for ten-
ders, 1T presume.

The CHIEF SECRETARY: I dare say.
The prospects of these mines provide a
bright outlook for the State. The company,
whieh are operating them and which have so
far always been most careful about their re-
presentations, claim that they are capable
of working on e seale of output of .some
300,000 to 350,000 tons per annum. That is
te say about 1,000 tons per day. An out-
put of 300,000 tons per annum would pro-
bably require the employment on the mines
of not less than 800 men. This, in turn,
would mean a settled population in the dis-
trict of from 3,000 to 5,000 persons, which
would be inereased if other mineg at the cen-
tre were also opened up, and Mr. Mont-
gomery’s report gives great promise of such
an eventuality, The early stagea of the de-
velopment and equipment with treatment
machinery of a large mine in an onthack
locality are characterised by heavy working
costs. The transport of machinery in par-
ticular is expensive. If this railway be con-
structed at an early date, it will not only
very materially lower the permanent work-
ing expenses of the mine and enable the
owners fo go forward confidently with the
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work of development, hut the railway will
at the outset make large earnings in the
freights on the material required for the
mining and treatment plants, and the build-
ings and domestic materials for the sudden
influx of population. And then, when the
mine employs the number of hands neees-
sary to man it effectively, there should be ne
doubt about the line as a revenue-producing
proposition being a profitable one. The
Government, in introducing this Bill, are
carrying out the promise of a previous Ad-
ministration. But even if no such promise
had heen given, the manner in which the
ecompany has carried out its underfaking to
test the property thoroughly, and the results
of that test—the years of wealth-production
that are ahead—the unmistakable state-
ments and opinions under this head of sueh
a man as the State Mining Enginecr—all
these woutd be regarded by the Government
as sufficient warrant for embarking or the
expenditure involved in this undertaking. |
move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

HON, SIE WILLIAM LATHLAIN
(Metropolitan-Suburban) [7.58]: My re-
marks on this Bill will be exceedingly brief
because I do not profess to know a great
deal about it. We realisc that a tentative
promise was made by a previous Govern-
ment to construct the railway.

Hon. H. Stewart: To introdace a Rill.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: W
are asked to authorise the building of a line
for the development of onc partienlar mine,
I understand that hnd the railway goue vin
TLeonora it would have opened ap a great
deal more country and would have taken in
pastoral arcns, whereas the proposed route
will not traverse any such country. That is
a renson why we should he sure of our
ground before we sanction the building of
the line  We were all delizhted to hear the
glowing reports read by the Chief Secre-
tary, but ever sinee 1 have been in Western
Australia I have come aevoss many glowing
reports regurding the probable production
on a very large scale from the mines at
Wiluna. Strange to say those prognostica-
tions have never been fully realised. We
have heard it said that the largest body of
ore that exists in any part of Western Ans.
tralia is to be found at Wiluna but the flv
in the ointment i5 the refraetory nature of
the ore. I am not speaking as one having

[COUNCIL.]

expert knowledge of the mining industry, or
of refractory ores. I am as snxious as any-
one else to assist the mining indusiry pro-
vided there is a fair ehance of a rensonable
return. When we are asked o sanetion the
construction of a railway to the far outback
country, we want to be assured that the pre-
dictions of the nining experts regarding the
future of the mine are of a satisfactory char-
acter. I ask the Chief SBecrctary for a very
definite statement as to whether the Govern-
ment gre satisfied that the Wiluna ores,
which have been regarded as refractory, can
be treated satisfaetorily. 1 also hope that
the Minister will tell us that the line is to be
built by contract. It will be interesting to
know when it is proposed to build the line,
We ought to be careful in authorising the
construction of a railway, the purpose of
which is the development of one mine only.
In this instance we are asked Lo put all our
eggs in one basket. Had the line gone from
another centre, it might have passed through
pastoral areas. T um not opposing the Bill
but ar tmerely seeking information, whieh T
hope will be fortheoming. In the meantime
I will listen with interest to what may be
said by other members who are more eon-
versant with the country and the possibilitics
of the mines.

HON, J. CORNELL (South) [83]: [
do not wish to oppose the Bill. Were I
not to offer some remarks I would feel
that T was remiss in my duty as & Western
Australian. When moving the sceond read-
ing of the Bill, the Leader of the House
said many years had clapsed since n Bill
to authorise the eonstruetion ¢f a goldfields
line had been before Parliament. The Bill
that was last before us related to, I think,
the Bullfinch line. The lesson taught by
that railway—and the same thing applied
to other goldfields railways—is one that will
bear re-telling. Tor many years the Bull-
finch mine progressed satisfactorily. Then
there eame what awaits all gold mines—the
end. Five years ago an effort was made to
pull up the line hecouse the mine had pet-
ered out. Fortunately a Bill to that end
wag nob introduced. The line remains and
to-day its existence is justified as an agri-
cultural railway. Recently we had before
us 2 Bill to anthorise the pulling up of the
Kanowna line and the White Hope railway.
I hope it will be many years before the
fate that overtook Bullfinch, Kanowna and
White Hope wilt be repeated in respect of
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Wilunn. | trust the espansion of the pas-
toral industry will justify the retention of the
Wiluna line after it has been constructed,and
the Wiluna gold 1nine is no more. T have cave-
fully read the rvepori furnished by the State
Mining Engiueer {Mr. Montgomery) on the
Wilona goldfield. There is uo man in this
State for whom [ have n greater respect
or deeper regard, both as a pablic man and
personally, than I have for WMr. Mont-
somery. I have several times contenderd
that of all the exeellent men we have in the
Public Service, no man is more cultured or
more fitted for his position than is Mr.
Montgomerv. We know how conservative
ke is.

Hon, C. F. Buxter: He was very con-
servative regardicz Ravensthorpe.

Hon. J. CORNELL: Ravensthorpe is a
reasonable proposition to-day, if only we
vould get the capital invested there that is
available for Wiluna. Perhaps Ravens-
thorpe may be described as even a better
proposition.

Hon, E, H. Harris: Is there not some-
tbing wrong with lhe process there?

Hon. J. CORNELL: In the course of
his report, Mr. Montgomery pointed out
the development that has taken place at
Wiluna, and the large amount of money
that bas been expended by the company be-
fore deciding to erect any plant. T think
the figure mentioned by Mr, Montgomery
was £200,000, as being the money already
expended or to the expenditure of which
the company was commifted, Recently 1
received a pamphlet from Johanneshurg,
and the Chief Seeretary bas had the plea-
sure of reading it. It refers to the develop-
ment of a mine on the Witwatersrand and
in one portion indicates that a company
had recently commenced production after
£1,000,000 had been expended on shaft
sinking and equipment before the manage-
ment were able to determine whether the
erection of a treatment plant would be jus-
tifed. What I am afraid of regarding
Wiluna did not confront this Bouth Afriean
mining company, who nevertheless spent
£1,000,000 before deciding to erect a treat-
ment plant. Mr. Stewart knows that there
are no metallurgical difficulties in eonnee-
tion with gold mining at Witwatersrand.
On the other hand, there are metallurgical
difficulties in connection with Wiluna min-
ing and Mr. Montgomery, in his report, is
not definite when he touched on that phase
of the Western Australian proposition. It is
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said that the old Wiluna Gold Mining Com-
pany won £1,000,000 worth of gold before
deciding to close down owing to metal-
lurgical difficulties. I am not speaking at
vandom, but on the anthority of several
prominent metallurgists of this State. I
do not desire to name them, for those gen-
tlemen, who would not eare to do anything
to hinder the introduction of eapital into
the State, would not be prepared to express
their opinions publicly. The problem that
awaits Wiluna is as to whether the ore can
be ireated profitubly.

Hon. G. W. Miles:
that problem?%

Hon. J. CORNELL: The hon. member
has not read Mr. Montgomery’s report!

Hon. G. W, Miles: No, I have not.

Hon. H. Stewart: Had they solved the
problem, that fart would have been clearly
stated.

Hon. J. (CORNELL: The report states
that experiments have been carried out with
the flotation process by means of a pilet
plant with a eapacity of 30 tons or less.
Mr. Montgomery suggests that if the flota-
tion process eannot be utilised, it may be
possible for the system in vogue at the
Golden Mile to be applied to Wiluna.

Hon. H. Seddon: They are now trying
a third process.

Hon., J. CORNELL: A mining man
like My, Stewart will bear with me when
I say that if it comes to a question of ereet-
ing a dry erushing plant at Wiluna, such
as is used on the Golden Mile, the Wiluna
ecompany will be hard put to it to make
ends meet and show a profit on 10 dwt.
dirt, I am not decrying the proposal nor
am I opposing the Bill. I am hoping for
the best, but the opinions I am expressing
ought to be voiced. I will play second
fiddle to no ome in my desire that those
handling the Wiluna propesition will solve
the metallurgical difficulties and that the
mine will become the great undertaking we
all hope it will be. There is another phase
to be mentioned and that relates to the
question of the route for the railway., Un-
doubtedly, as has been pointed out, Gerald-
ton is the nearest port, ‘The faet remains,
however, that the machinery that will be
required to enable the company to operate
at Wiluna, on a basis of 300,000 tons per
year, must come from the Old Country,
from the Continent, or from the Eastern
States. Coming from the 0ld Country or
the Continent, the machinery will have to

Have they not solved
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go via Singapore and be (ranshipped to
(ieraldton, or else it must come direet to
Fremantle.

The Chief Seerefary: Not at all

Hon. A. Buarvill: 'Why should it rot go
direet to Geraldton?

Hon. J. CORNELL: 1 hope what 1
sugpest is not so, but I think the Minister
will find that in practice what 1 indicate
is correet. I have seen alinost every plant
erceted on the QGolden Mile and I have
worked on some of them. By no stretch
of imagination could it be suggested that
one company could order suflicient mach-
inery to warrant a shipment direet. If it
be found possible for the ships to go direct
to Geraldton with the necessary machinery,
I shall be pleased Then there is the ques-
tion of food supplies. Because of the in-
dustrial trouble we have had during the last
few days, people are rushing to buy feod
supplies that come from the East. Most of
the food supplies for Wiluna will come from
the Eastern States, and will have to be tran-
shipped from Fremantle to Geraldton. Then
there is another factor: A few days ago 1
asked a question in the House. 1 wanted to
know whether, in view of the fizures re-
vealed by laboratory examination relating to
the prevalence of miners’ phthisis in the
older mines, the Mines Department was in-
sisting upon such a layout of the under-
ground workings of the Wiluna gold mines
a8 would conform with methods in vogue
elsewhere for minimising the eauses of
miners’ phthisis. W do not want a recur-
rence of what has happened on the Golden
Mile. 1f the necessary steps have not been
taken in aceordance with modern mining
hygiene at Wiluna, we shall inevitably have
such & reenrrence. Knowing as T do the toll
of victims taken by miners’ phthisis, T say
it would be better if the Wiluna mines were
not developed at all than that through the
absenee of modern mining hygiene we should
have there a recurrence of the dreadful ex-
periences on the Golden Mile. 1t will be
erimingl if we do not attend to the layout
of the Wilana mines. T have been told by
a relinble suthority that it is proposed to
work the Wiluns mines on the shrinkage
stoping system. I say it would be better not
to work the mine at all. Seientific research
has discovered no reliahle method of coping
with the dust inseparable from the shrinkage
st ning system. The State should see to it
that the Wiluna mines are brought right wp
to date in poiut of ventilation and modern

[COUNCIL.]

hygiene for the prevention of miners’
phthisis. Then there is another point: The
passage of this Bill is certain to give an
added value to the Wilung shares. Assum-
ing that those shares are worth £1 to-day,
they will be worth at least £2 when the Bill
goes through.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Can we aceept that
as a good tip?

Hon. J. Nicholson: What are they worih
now?

Hon. J. CORNELL: I am not sure, but
their value will be doubled when the Bill
passes, for without the railway the mines
cannot be worked.

Hon, W. T. Glasheen: That is true also
of agricultural land.

Hon. J. COERNELL: With this difference,
that the farmer gencrally speaking cannot
wet out at a profit, whereas the sharcholder
sometimes can.

Hon. J. Nicholson: You are giving a good
hint to the investing publie.

Hon, J. CORNELL: Yes, and I trust that
the sharcholders, or most of them, will re-
serve the placing of their shares until they
have carried out their undertakings to the
letter. The whole history of gold mining in
Western Australia in reeent years proves
conclusively that those who desire to man-
ipulate the industry first boost it and then
get out and leave the paby for the flats who
come in. I am not suggesting that the
Wiluna company would do that.

Hon, H. Stewait: It is a common experi-
enece in mining.

Hon. J. CORNELL: I trust it will not
happen at Wiluna, for when we pass this
Bill the State will be committed to the ex-
penditure of half a million of money on this
railway. I am not disparaging Wiluna; I
am merely pointing out what might happen
and suggesting that we should insist upon
certain things being done, more particularly
ag to the layout of the mines, so that the men
who work in them will not run the risks that
the men in days gone by had to run in the
mines of the Golden Mile. Just one addi-
tional point: Tt is said that the building of
this railway and the erection of the mining
plant will find employment for a thousand
men.  Thronghout Australia to-day the
miner, like the prospeetor, is no longer
yoong. There are very few young fellows
taking om mining in Australia, and I have
vet to find a2 miner who would be a party
to his son geing to work underground. He
knows the risks that have to be run under-
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ground. One proposition the Wiluna Com-
pany will be up sgainst is that of suitable
labour. I venture to prophesy that if the
Wiluna mine is to be sneeessful, it will have
to get the necessary labour, and for this will
have to rely on Southern BEuropeans.

On motion by Hon. H. Seddon, debate
adjourned.

BILL—STATE CHILDREN ACT
AMENDMENT.

Message from the Assembly received and
read requesting a conference on the amend-
ment insisted upon by the Assembly.

On motion by the Honorary Minister, con-
sideration of the message made an Order of
the Day for the next sitting.

RILL—CLOSER SETTLEMENT.

Message from the Assembly reccived and
read notifying that it bad agreed to the
amendments made by the Counecil.

BILL—METROPOLITAN TOWN PLAN-
NING COMMISSION.

Received from the Assemoly and read a
first time.

BILL—-HOSPITALS.
Recommittal,

Resumed from 1st December. Hon. J.
Cornell in the Chair; the Honorary Minister
in charge of the Bili.

Clanse 27—Vower of locul anthorities to’

expend revenues on publie hospitals:

The CHAIRMAN: When last the Bill
was before us, it was recommitted on motion
by the Honorary Minister for the purpose
of further considering this clanse. On the
motion of the Honorury Minister the clause
was struck out. The Honorary Minister then
moved the insertion of a new elause to stand
as Clause 27, following upon which the Com-
mittee agreed to several amendments in that
proposed new elanse That, I think, is the
stage we have reached.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I protest against
the loss of time entailed by the reading of
long questions over and over again. The
clanse proposed to be substituted appears
in the minutes,

[&5]
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The CHAIRMAN : I would not have read
it had it appeared on the notice paper as
agreed to by the Committee. I am informed
that certain alterations were made.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That does not meet
the point. You put the question to the
Committee as it appears in the minutes.

The CHATRMAN: When did I put itt

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: On Thursday last
when it was previously before us.

The CIFTAIRMAN: On that occasion the
President was temporarily occupying the
Chair.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Anyhow the Chaixr-
man put the question. My only object is
to save time, When long amendments are
included in the minubes I think they should
be taken as read. A point was raised on
Thursday by Mr. Burvill and Mr. Hamers-
ley whether two municipalities could eom-
bine to earry out an undertaking. To make
it quite clear that they may do so, I move
an amendment—

That the following subelawsg be added:—
‘Y(5) Any two or more loeal authorities,
whose boundaries are adjacent, may enter into
an agrcement between themselves and the
Minister for the purposes of this section.®’
As the Bill has been recommitted so many
times I suggest that, if further fault is
found in it, the measure be allowed to go to
another place and if necessary the fault he
remedied there.

Amendment put and passed; the eclause,
as amended, agreed to.

Bill again reported with further amend-
ments, and the report adopted.

BILL—EMPLOYMENT BROKERS ACT
ACT AMENDMENT.

In Committee.

Hon. J. Cornell in the Chair; the Honor-
ary Minister in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1—agreed to.
Clanse 2—Amendment of Seetion 3:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: By the common
consent of members it has been agreed that
we should cut out of the Bill everything
exeept the machivery clauses, namely, the
substitution of the court of petty sessions
for the licensing court. The licensing court
is a different body from what it used to be.
Accordingly I move an amendment—

That paragraph {e¢) be struck out.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Pars-
graph (c) refers to the inspector as the
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officer who will control the whole of the
ramifications of the Act. Therefore the
paragraph is necessary and sbould be re-
tained, at any rate, at this stage.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The only plaee
where there is any possibility of the in-
speetor being required would be under
Clause 3. Still there would be no need for
an inspector to examine the premises of an
employment broker, because the clerk may
refer any application to the court if the
premises are considered to be unsuitable,

Amendment put and passed; the clause,
as amended, agreed to.

Clauses 3 to G—agreed to.
Clanse 7—Amendment of Section 9:

Hon. V. HAMERSLEY : This elause goes
too far. It should be sufficient to provide
that the applicant has suffercd forfeitare or
cancellation of a license. There should he
no need to take into consideration the rea-
sonable requirements of the district, the
suitability of the premises or any other
reason that the court deems suffictent for
refusing to grant a license. I move an
amendment—

That all the words after ‘‘Act,’” in line
4 of Subelause 1, Le struck out.

Hon. Sir WILLIAM LATHLAIN: This
i5 a protection for those who are carrying
their business on in a legitimate manner, as
well as a penalty upon those who have been
instanced by Mr. Kitson, and who are not
earrying their husiness on as it should be con-
dueted.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Section 9 of the
principal Act provides that objection may be
taken to the granting of a license on the
ground that the applicant is not & fit and
proper persen to hold one. Other important
safeguards are also inserted. I think the
clanse should be allowed to remain as it is.

Hon. J. NICHOLSON: The clanse says
that the court may refuse to grant a license.
This will lead to the establishment of a mon-
opoly. Why shonld any restriction be placed
on the number of persons who may desire to
conduet this elass of business? The deter-
mining facter wiil be that if people eannot
make a success of it they will give it up. I
support the amendment.

Hon, W. H. KITSON: If too many em-
ployment brokers are allowed to exist, com-
petition will hecome so keen that they will
do anything they can to seeure the business.

[COUNCIL.]

Hon, 1. A. Stephenson: That is not a fair
statement fo make.

Hou, W. H. KITSON: Some brokers
adopt most objectionable praectices. The files
in the department are replete with instanees
of misrepresentation that brokers have in-
dulged- in with the objeet of getting busi-
ness.

The IIONORARY MINISTER: I am op-
posed to the amendment. This class of busi-
ness should be kept clean, and the number
of those engaged in it should be restricted,

Uon. C. F. BAXTER: It is necessary to
provide against uny distriet being over-bur-
dened with employment brokers. Seme of the
premises in Perth are not fit for the purpose
tor which they are used. T wonld be unwise
to carry the amendment.

Hon, V. HAMERSLEY: Unless the
subclause is amemled, a monopoly will be
created in this elass of business, and peo-
ple engaged in other eallings, such as that of
a land agent, will want shnilar protection for
themselves. The more brokers we have the
better is the class of business likelv to be.

Amendment put and negatived.
Clause put and passed.

Clauses 8 to 10—agreed to.

Clause 11—Amendment of Seclion 14;

Hon, A. LOYEKIN: We should vote
against this clause, which prevents employ-
ment brokers charging a fee to employees.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is as
well to come to grips on this question. The
Bill was introduced practieally at the insti-
gation of members of this Houose, and as &
result of what they said in the last Parlia-
ment. On a previous oceasion many mem-
bers agreed that no fee should be charged
to employees.

Hon, A. Lovekin: That is provided in the
principal Aet and you want the fees cut out.
Hon, V. Hamersley: I did not agree.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The hon.
member will never agree to anything that
stands for progress. Both Mr. Lovekin and
Mr. Holmes agreed. Mr. Holmes said that
it would be equitable to amend the Employ-
ment Brokers Act so as to put the responsi-
bility of payment on the employer, and make
it a punishable cffence for a broker to ac-
cept anything from an emylovee.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Where did that come
from?
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The HONORARY MINISTER: From
YHansard” of last year. Mr. Lovekin said
4he thought the employers were the persons
who should pay these fees, and that he was
prepared to let the employee go Lree becanse
the employer was better able to look after
himself than was the employee,

Hon. A. Lovekin: I think you will find
something else there as well.

The HONORARY MINISTER: Quite so.
However, I do not believe in quoting “Han-
sard”; it really gels ns no further. Hon.
members did say they were prepared to
support a Bill to tighten up labour ez-
changes. Onp thing they were emphatic
about was that payment of fees should be
upon the employer and not upon the em-
ployee. Mr. Burvili expressed himself to the
same effect, and has not twisted. Remarks of
that kind influence one to bring down a Bill
guch as this, whereupon the hon. members
whose words I have quoted give the measure
the knife, merely because at the moment they
do not find it convenient to stand up to their
declarations.

Hon. C. ¥, BAXTER: The clause means
that employees shall not be charged any fees,
which are to be borne entirely by employers.
Never yet have I heard any objection from
the good, honest employee to the payment of
a fee in return for being provided with em-
ployment. The whole Bill is against the em-
ployer. It is known to the Honorars Minis-
ter that on the books of the Sate Labour Bu-
reau many pounds are standing to the debit
of employees who have failed to repay the
cost of railway tickets. Employers have fre-
quently been subjected to the same treatment
by employees. There are bogus employees,
who fail to show up after the employer has
advanced the railway fare and a few shillings
to go on with. .\t present employer and em-
ployee each pay half the fee, as is equitable.
If the employce pays half, it is some guaran-
tee of good faith that he will proceed to take
up the situation.

Hon, E. H, GRAY: I wish to quote Mr.
Holmes as reported on page 1436 of last ses-
sien’s “Hansard”—

In my opinion it would be equitable to
amend the Employment Brokers’ Aet so as to
put the responsibility for payment on the cm-
ployer and make it a punishable offence to
aceept anything from the employee. A broker
shonld be fined if he accepts payment from
both parties.
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Mr. Lovekin on page 1445 is reported as
follows:—

I think the employers are the persoms who
ought to pay the fees, 1 am prepared to let
the employce go free, beecauss the employer is
better able to look after himself than the em-
Ployec.

Hon. A. Lovekin: I am prepared to ad-
here to that now.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: My experience of
the past two years has been such as to keep
me away from employment brokers’ offices
altogether and deal with the men direct.
Out of 59 men who applied to me for jobs
recently, I accepted three. Not one of them
had any money, and I provided each with
a ‘railway ticket costing £1 7s. 11d. One
turned up on the job; two went away and
sold their tickets, and I bave not been able
to get on their track since. Last week I
advertised for men, and there was a levee
from 9 o'clock till 11. I selected a half-
grown man who said he could ride, and I
agreed to pay him £2 10s. per week, with
care at the station just as good as I have
ever received myself, in refurn for his mak-
ing himself generally useful. He was to
leave by Wednesday’s train, and I wired the
station to meet him. On Tharsday morning
I reeeived a telegram from the station say-
ing that he had not turned mup. On the
Thursday afterncon a telegram came to say
he would arrive next day. On the Friday
I received an urgent message from him say-
ing he had been refused employment on the
station. Then T received a message from
the station o say he had been dismissed
becanse he arrived drunk, and refused to
take orders, and refused to have his meals
anywhere execept in the dining room with
the manager. All the sin is not on the em-
ployer.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: Mr. Holmes wonlil
be well advised to aceept the principle of
preference to unionists and to apply to the
unions for any men he needs; then his
troubles would cease. In the event of the
individual getting way with the ticket ox
with money advanced, Mr. Holmes would
have the right to prosecute him. The only
argument for the deletion of the words in
question is that Clanse 12 is to be rejected.
We have not yet arrived at that eclause.
Have the Committee already decided which
clauses to delete and which to retain? We
are setbing a little ahead of ourselves, If
Clause 12 is to be rejeeted, the words in
question should be retained. I hope that
C.laduse 11 and Clause 12 will both be ear-
tied. ‘ LT :
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Hon. A. LOVEKIN: 1 am still of the
same opinion as some time ago, that the
employer should pay the {ees heeause he is
better able to look after himself. But that
is not the point at present. The Commit-
tee have practieally agreed to leave the Bill
with its machinery clauses only.

Clanse put and negatived.
Clanse 12—Amendment of Section 15:

Hon, A. I,OVEKIN: The same argument
applies to this elause.

Hon. J. Nicholson: 1t is consequential.

The HONORARY AMINISTER: 1 agre:
thai the elause is consequential in some dir-
ections, but I hope hon. members will re-
flect hefore deciding to reject it. Tt deals
specifically with the payment of fees and,
bearing in mind what lon. juembers have
said on previeus oceasions, [ think they
should agree to it.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We would have to put
something else in it if we did so.

The HONORARY MINTISTER: The re-
marks of other hon. members could be
quoted and if they were in earnest I think
they must support the clanse. The illus-
tration given by AMr, Holmes would indi-
eate that he did not perhaps exereise the
best of judgment. His experience may not
have been a happy one, and T know there
bave been such experiences, but T cannot
regard them as having a general appliea-
tion. Mr. Kitson quoted an instance regard-
ing an employment hroker, and I eould
quote others still more striking. I would not
say that they would apply generally. 1n
view of the utterances of members regard-
ing the responsibility of the employer for
the payment of fees, they should give effect
to their expressions of opinion and allow
the clause to pass. I would not mimd if
some obligation were placed npon the eta-
ployee, but I do not think it is right that
the employee should have to pay for a job.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T have not changel
my opinion regarding the payment of fees
by employers, but if we agree to the clause
we must insert other provisions that will
safeguard the interests of employers. Tt
must not be a one-sided Bill. Jf the ew-
ployer is to be made to pay all the fees,
we must embody some safeguards to counter-
act incidents such as Mr. Holmes deseribed.

Hon, E. H. Gray: The man concerned
conld be proseeuted at common law.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: We are trying to give
the Minister a change of ecourt and we should

[COUNCIL.]

provide him with the necessary machinery
to enable hiin to avail himself aecordingly.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: His feelings mast
have carried the Honorary Minister away
when he said that many members had sup-
ported the principle of the employer paying
the fees, 1 do not think that ean bhp eon-
tended for one moment. The object of the
clause is {o do away with private employ-
ment brokers altogether. My experience of
eiployment brokers has been different from
that of Mr. Holmes. After tryving the =x-
periment indulged in by Mr. Holines with
similar results, I relied entirely unpon the
private employment brokers to make a pro-
per seleetion, and I have had satisfactory
results. 1 know of one instanee in which
seven men applied for a position as tractor
drviver., The private cmployment  broker
went to no end of tronble, and sent each ol
the seven applicants to the Westralian Farm-
ars for a test. Only one man succeeded;
the others knew nothing about the joh.

Hon. H. Stewart: If the enployer had
sent to the union seevetzry he would, of
course, have got a good man straight away!

Hon. W. H. Kitson: All the good men
are in the anion.

Hon. E. . Gray: And all the duds out-
side.

Hon, C. F. BAXTER: If we are to be
thrown on to the State Labour Bureau, pity
help the agrienltorists! We could not expect
public servants to gzo to the trouble that
private employment brokers do to meet
the requirements of their clients.

Hon. B, H. HARRIS: Some time ago a
Labour Exchanges Bill was before the House,
and it wos during the debate on that measnre
that members gave expression to the opinions
quoted by the Honorary Minister and others
regarding the payment of fees. The point
at issue then was regarding the advance of
money for travelling expenses and the means
by which the payments could be recovered.
The Haonorsyy Minister has so far got away
with his contention that rgembers had en.
dorsed the principle they now object tu;
they did nothing of the sort.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The same prineiple is
involved.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: Certainly not.
The whole question i3 as to whether the em-
ployer or the employee is to pay fees. TIf
the employers are to he made to pay all
the fees, they will establish their own bur-
eau.
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Hon. C. K. Baxter: Like the pastoralists
did.

Hon. E. H. Gray: And do like Mr, Holmes
did—make a terrible mistake.

Hon. K. H. HARRIS: If the employers
cstablished their own employment burean,
they would see to it they got the men
they desired. It will not be in the interests
of the Labour movement or the workers geu-
erally it we provide for the diserimination
indicated in the Bill. If we are to allow
men to take positions that do not cost them
anything, there will be no guarantee that
they will arrive at the destination to enable
them to embark upon the work they have
verhally agreed io undertake.

Hon. 1. STEWART: Seetion 15 of the
principil Act is fair and reasonable as it
stands. I do not think it is in the interests
of the employees that they should not be
charged any fees.

Hon, (. F. Baxier: Those whe do not
want to pay ean go to the State burean now.

Hon. H. STEWART : That is so. A good
man is always prepared to pay for services
rendered.  The existing law provide enquit-
able treatment for both the employer and
the employee.

Clause pnt and a division taken with the
following result:—

Ayes .. .. .- -
Noes - .. .- o1

=

Majority against .. 13

AYES,

Han. W. H, Kitson

Hon. B. H. Gray
{Teller.)

Hon, J. M. Drew
Hon. J. W. Hickey

Noes.

Hon., A. Lovekin

Hon. W. J, Mann
Hon. J. Nicholson
Hop. G. Potter

Hon. H. Seddon

Hon. H. A. Stephenson
Hon. H. Stewart

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane

(Tetler.)

Hon. C. F. Baxter
Hon. A, Burvill

Hoo. J. Ewlog

Hon. W. T. Glasheen
Hon. V. Hamersloy
Hon. E. H. Harris
Hon. J. J. Holmes
Hon. G. A. Kempton
Heon, 8ir W. F. LatkIain

Clause thus negatived.

Clause 13—(Amendment of Sections 16
and 17)—put and negatived.
Clause 14—agreed to.

Clause 15—Repeal of Section 25 and sub-
stitution of new seetion:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: This elause does not
go to the machinery. It provides a penalfy
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tor the employment broker who knowingly
induces any servant to enter into an en-
gagement, ete. I have no ohjection to that,
but there must be a corresponding clause on
the other side. What about the employce
who makes a false statement and gets money
under false pretences? I suggest that mem-
bers vote against this clause.

The HONORARY MINISTER : The Com-
mittee having negatived Clonse 12, the en-
fire responsibility is now on the employee,
who hns to pay the lot. All responsihbility
is taken off the employer.

Tlon. A. Lovekin: You are looking at the
wrong clanse.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Do you want to finish
this week, or not?

The HONORARY MINISTER: The em-
ployee has to enrry the lot, and now it is
propoesed to make him responsible for some-
thing in addition.

Hon. A. LOVEKIY: On a point of order.
This has nothing to do with obligations for
payment. The Minister is dealing with the
last preceding clause.

The CHATRMAN: The Minister is a little
away from the clause under diseussion.

The HONORARY MINISTER : Mr.
Lovekin wants a corresponding clanse deal-
ing with the employvee, as if he were not
sufficiently penalised already.  There are
many reasons for the retention of this clause,
and no valid reason why it should be struck
out. .

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The Minister said
that since we have struck out Clause 12 the
whole of the fees will have to be paid by the
employee. The parent Aet provides that no
payment shall be ehorged by the broker to a
servant which is not equally charged to the
employer.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: The employer is sel-
dom charged.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER: The employee is
careful to see that he does not pay more than
half the fee.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: The broker is satis-
fied with that.

Hon. C. F. BAXTER : The enployee will
not pay more than he is entitled to pay.
The Honorary Minister led the Committee
to believe that if the employee did not have
his fee for the broker he would not get the
position,

Hon. W. H. Kitson: That happens many
fimes.
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Hon, C. F. BAXTER: Nothing of the
sort. The employee is sent out to the job,
and his fee is collected from the employer.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: The sentiment ex-
pressed by Mr. Lovekin is a good one, and
in view of it T hope he will support the:
clause. If he wants to further protect the
employer from the employee, it will be easy
to insert a clause fo that end.

Hon. C. F. Baxter: T will support this
clause if that is done.

Hon. W. H. KITSON: I agree that the
worker iz not prepared to pay more than he
is compelled to pay. But in many instances
the employer is not charged any fee.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain: How do you
know that %

Hon. W. H. RITSON: I know it from
setusl experience. Moreover, the department
will bear ont that statement. Quite & num-
ber of employment brokers in the past have
existed simply beeause they did not charge
the emplovers any fees. That has heen the
inducement held out to secure the business
of certain employers. Scores of instances
conld be quoted in support of that statement.
Any reputable broker would have no objec-
tion to the clause hecsuse he would have
nothing to fear from it.

Claunse put and negatived.

Clause 186—TInsertion of new section after
Section 25:

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: T gsuggest that the
clause be negatived. It provides that em-
ployment brokers shall keep their letters,
telegrams, ete, for the inspection of the
Government who run a competing bureau.

The HONNRARY MINISTER : The
clause should be retained. The chief inspee-
tor informs me that many reputable firms
are keen on having the provision made law.
Some firms indulge in practices that lead to
unfair competition snd the elause would
safegnard reputable brokers.

Clanse put and negatived.

Clause 17—agreed to.

Clause 18—Amendwent of Section 28:

Hon. A. TOVEKIN: This
clanse that should be negatived.

The HONORARY MINISTER: 'The
clanse merely provides for the making of

regulations to preseribe the maximum fees
to be charged by employment vrokers,

is another

.eight months afterwards.

[COUNCIL.)

Hon. A. Lovekin: Yes, and thus starve
the employment brokers ont.

Hon, J. Nicholson: Section 28 provides
all that is necessary.

The HONORARY MINISTER: The
regnlations would have to bhe laid on the
Table and either House eonld disallow them.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We know all about
regulations, We did not eome down in the
last shower.

The HONORARY MINISTER: It is
necessary to ensure that the workers are not
feeced.

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: The clanse would
give the Minister power to fix the fee at 6d.
or £5 per engagement, and the whole of the
employment hrokers could be closed up be-
tween the closing of one session and the
opening of the next session. That would
achieve the object of the State Labour Con-
gress, who unanimously resolved in favour
of the abolition of all private registry offices
and expressed the opinion that all labour
should be engaged through the unions work-
ing in conjunction with the State Labour
Bureau. Such a clause would provide just
the opportunity desired.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: Have you read the
resolution of the Genova Convention?

Hon. E. H. HARRIS: T am net interested
in thst. I am coneerned ahout what could
happen under this elause.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: If the Government,
intent on getting rid of employment brokers,
fixed the fee at 6d., that sum would come
into operation as scon as the regulation was
gazetted and would cperate until the regu-
Iation was disallowed, which might be six or
The Honorary
Minister shonld net put up such stuff to us.
It is nonsense. The clause is evidently de-
signed as part and parcel of the principle
underlying the Bill to get rid of employ-
ment brokers.

Clause put and negatived.
Clauses 19, 20—ngreed to.
Title—agreed to.

Bill reported with amendments and the
report adopted.

Third Reading.

Bill read a third time and returned to the
Assemply with amendments.
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BILL—LEIGHTON-ROBB'S JETTY
RAILWAY,

Second Reading.
Debate resumed from the 1st December.

HON. & W, MILES (North) [9.57]:
While it is admitted, I think, by members
generally that an extension of the Fre-
mantle harbour is necessary, the bringing
forward of this Bill and its passing will
commit Parliament to the Stileman scheme.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Not necessarily.

Hon. G. W. MILES: In my opinion
that is the position. We have suspended
the Standing Orders to permit of measures
being passed through all stages at one sit-
ting, and it is hoped that the business of
the session will be coneluded thizs week. This
measure is far too important to be rushed
through in one sitting and without receiv-
ing thorough consideration. On Thursday
last the Minister laid some papers on the
table and obtained permission to get them
printed. We were to have the reports of
the Fremantle Harbour Trusi Commis-
sioners and Mr. Stileman’s comments on
them. The papers were furnished to mem-
bers this afternoon and there has been no
opporfunity to study them carefully. After
Y have passed a few remarks on the Bill,
I hope the Minister will agree to an ad-
journment of the debate in order that other
members may have a better opportunity te
study the question. The Minister, when
moving the second reading of the Bill, said
great responsibility rested on the Govern-
ment, and he inferred that if the Bill were
not passed this session, the onus would be
thrown wpon Parliament. The Bill should
have been brought down long ago. 1t is
not fair to expect Parliament to deal with
such an important measure in a hurried
manner, as we shall have to do if it is not
held over. With much of the report of the
Engineer-in-Chief, all can agree. We ad-
mit that the trade of Fremantle will in-
crease, but the trade of the out-ports will
also inerease if they receive fair treatment
from the Government. They have not re-
ceived the fair treatment to which they are
entitled.

Hon. A. Burvill: Not for the last 30
years. .

Hon. E. H. Gray: They have during the
last three years. '

Hon. G W. MILES: I am not satisfied
that they have. Albany wants its fair share
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of the trade and is entitled to have it. Rail-
ways should be built from Albany to open
up the back country. It is mot right that
all the traffic should be dragged to Perth
and Fremantle. Ceniralisation has heen
the curse of this country.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: You cannot accuse
the present Government of eentralisation.

Hon. G. W' MILES: They are just as
bad as any other Government.

Hon. A. Burvill: They are worse.

Hon, G. W, MILES: I want to see the
other ports receive the trade that is geo-
graphieally theirs, and 1 am quite in favour
also of extensions being made to the Fre-
mantie harbour, Tt is a diffienlt matter for
laymen to criticise a scheme put up by en-
gineers. Other engineers have, however,
recommended the up-river scheme of de-
velopment. Mr. Stileman’s report shows
that Sir George Buchanan recommended a
scheme extending past Rocky Bay.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: He was here only
five minutes.

Hon, E. H. Harris: And how long has
Myr. Stileman been here?

Hon, G. W. MILES: The late M.
C. Y. O'Connor lived here for a number
of years, and he also recommended the up-
river scheme. It is all very well for Mr.
Gray to say that if we pass this Bill we
are not committing ourselves to the new
scheme. We must admit that it gives the
Government the right to resume land at the
valne at which it stood in June last, and
that is the only reason they ean have for
getting the Bill through. The Bill also
commits us to a particular site for the
bridge across the river. The bridge should,
in my opinion, be near Blackwall Reach.
Some people advoecate a bridge erossing
from Point Walter to Point Resolution.

Hon. A. Burvill: How far away is that
from the site that is now recommended?

Hon, G. W. MILES: It is about a
couple of miles away from the old site that
was recommended, the spot where tests have
been made to show what the bottom of the
river is like. No information has been af-
forded us as to whether the foundations
are right for putting the bridge in at the
place now recommended..

Hon. E. H. Gray: The Engineer-in-
Chief has advanced his reasons for it.

Hon. . W. MILES: He has given ns
gome assumptions on the point, but we.
should not swallow them holus-bolus as the
Government wish us to do. The bridge
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across the Sydney Harbour is an enormous
one. We would not require to have such a
large sirueture here, neither would we need
to have one as long as that is. A bridge
eould be puat across the river at Blackwall
Reanch without the need for any piers to rest
it on. Mr. Stileman has not stated the
height of his proposed bridge above the
water level. That is an important factor,
because it affects all viver traffic.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It cannot be lower than
the present railway bridge.

Hon, G, W, MILES: It shounld be higher,
because it should be rendered unnecessary
for boats navigating the river to lower their
masts or funnels when passing onder il.
I oannot see that a drawbridge is a feasible
proposition and neither can the Engineer-
in-Chief. That is one of the strong points

why we should not decide here without fur-

ther consideration the site for the bridge.
Mr. Stileman talks abont tidal influence,
and what will follow if the harbour is
opened up further east, and if some of the
spits are taken sway, That is mere agsump-
tion on his part.

Hon. E. H. Gray: He has tuken records
of the rise and fall of tide,

Hon. G. W. MILES: Tbere are many
people in this State who remember what the
river was like before the harbour was made.
The present harbour eontained more shal-
low water than is found to-day at Roeky
Bay, that is to say when there was a bar
across it. When the harbour was opened
up, practically no difference was noticed in
Perth in the rise and fall of tides. T have
asked some of the old settlers about the
matter, and they say that the opening up of
the barbour has had the effect of taking
the flood waters out of the river quicker
than was the case hefore. Let us assume
that the extension of the harbour up-river
would affect the tide in Perth waters. Ts
it not possible to construct a weir across the
river at the spot where the bridege is to be.
and a loek by which the flood waters can be
regulated? That would overcome the diffi-
culty of flooding. The Engineer-in-Chiel
stotes that if the harbour is extended past
Rocky Bay, or further up than he proposes,
the rise and fall of tides around Perth will
be affected. I doubt that very mueh. Even
if he were right, means conld be found
for cheeking that influence.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It would be a costly
job.

Hon. G. W. MILES: It would be sounder,
more logical and less expensive than the

[COUNCIL.]

proposition of establishing an outer har-
hour, The plan does not show where it is
proposed to have the entrance to the outer
harbour.

Hon. H. Stewart: | am not the only one
who has hunted for an entrance.

Hou. G. W. MILES: No provision is
made for a dock. Members will recollect
that years ago boring took place at Fre-
mantie in connection witk the formation of
a dock there. One Government was ac-
ensed of spending £200,000 without gettiug
a hotiom for the dock. A construetion of
that sort is one of the main things that is
required nt Fremantle. It is proposed, |
understand, to build an ounter harhour oui-
side the North Mole along the beach. In
addition, breakwaters will have to be con-
strueted, and praetically the whole hasin
will have to be dredged. It is said that the
dredging ean be done by suetion. Tt will
alsoe be necessary to construet wind-breaka
along the breakwater in order to keep the
wind off the ships, A wind break has al-
ready bheen eonstrueted on the present North
side of the harbour, but if the har-

bour were extended up-river a  natural
wind-break wounld ULe provided by the
high land in Roecky Bay. 1 do not
altogether agree with al! the pilots

have said ahout the depth of the water.
I think provision should be made for u
depth of at least 36 feet up to the proposed
new bridge. The Harbour Trust Coramis-
sioners say that the piles should be driven
to a depth of at least 40 feet to enable the
harbour to be dredged to 36 feet. Both
the Minister and the Engineer-in-Chiet
have stoted that only five per eent. of the
shipping draws more than 36 feet. Ships
are getting larger every day, and English
compantes are building them over 1,000 fect
long.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They cannot come
through the Suez Canal.

Hon. G. W, MILES : The canal will prob-
ably be deepened so as to take larger ships.
It has been the proud boast of Fremantle
that it is the only port this side of the line
that is able to accommodate the largest
ships in the British Navy. 1 refer to the
“Hood” and the “Repulse,” which visited
Fremantle some time ago.

Hon, H. Stewart: That was only a small
seotion of the Navy,

Hon. G. W. MILES: They are two of
the largest eraft in the Navy. Fremantle
was the frst harhour at which they had been
able to berth since they left Home waters.
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Hon, H. Stewart: The British Fleet conld
have been aceommodated in Albany,

Hon. G. W. MILES: God made Albanv,
but wan is trying to make or mar Fre-
mantle. 1f we pass this Bill we shall be
pledging ourselves to the Stileman scheme
of exiending the harbour 1,000 feet above
the present railway bridge and no further.

Hon, E. H. Gray: The Minister said Pav-
linment would be consulted hefore anyvthing
was done,

Hon. G. W, MILES: This Bill will pro-
bably conumit the country to an expenditure
of £100080¢ for land resumption, and, in
addition, 1o the eost of constructing the
bridge. The Minister’s main argument was
that the passing of the measurc wonld en-
able the Government to vesuwme land at the
values obtaining on the 30th Jume last. I
elnced at the report and saw that the reason
for straightening the harhour was that this
would be an advantage. Where the railway
vrosses the bridge, it is certainly necessary
to resume some land on the south
side; but 400 feet of water, from 12
to 15 feet deep, is being vesumed, und
on the North Fremantle side the solid
land is being removed, No doubt that is
an engineering question. The plan on the
wall shows that come of the land at Nerth
Fremantle is ty hecome part of the harhour
hy beine drcdged to a depth of 32 feet. The
Honse should eonsider the matter very care-
fully, and T hope the Leader will take a
note of the point regarding tides in the river,
whether it wonld not be possible to have a
weir and fAoedgates across the river, assune-
ing Mr. Stileman'’s veport to be correct. Per-
sonally 1 consider that now is the proper
time to provide for the bridge across the
river, so that the people following us wil)
not have to vebnild it for another eenturr,
instead of that beeoming necessary in ten «r
20 years' time. By agreeing to the scheme
we shall be practieally committing the conn
try te an outer harbour, of which I for my
part do not approve: neither do the Har-
bonr Trust or the pilots approve of it. With
reference to the figures quoted in the report,
everyone realises that the trade of Fremantls
is ineremsing, and possibly will increase
more rapidly than the Minister estimates.
Evervone is agreed that the harbonr oungit
to be extended. The report, under the head-
ing “Wharfage accommodation vequired,”
statos—

In order to @eal ten years henee with a
total enrgo traflie amounting te 3,000,000 tons,

2397

it is obvious that harbour extensions on a bold
gcale will be nceessary.

In my opinion the proposed scale is not bold
enough. 1f the schemne is udopted, the har-
bour will be eonfined to 1,000 feet, above the
present road bridge. The report further
states—

Vessels of o larger carrying ecapacity were

being built before a halt was called by the
war, and that the tendeney is stil) in the same
direction is an established fact, To what
limits such inercases may reach is less defin-
ite.
We know thai large vessels een be handled
more economically than small vessels. There-
fore 1 hope that even if the extension is
not dredged to a greater depth than 32 feet,
provision will be made for eventually dredg-
ing it to the same depth as the present harc-
bour. As to width, 1 understand that Mr.
Stileman in his reply to the pilots said the
width was only heing lessened gradually
from 1,400 to 800 feet, and that he cited
the eireumstanees that the entranee channel
was only 450 feet wide. But that is not
the point at all. The Minister wiil reeol-
lect that quite ceeently a Bay liner went
through the ¥remantle wharf.

Hon. E. H. Gray: That is liable to hap-
pen at any ftime.

Hon. ;. W. MILES: Quite so. Bat it i+
more likely to happen where there is 800
feet than where there is 1,400. Mr. Stileman
refers to Sir George Buehanan’s proposals,
stating—

Section No. 1 would involve the removal of
the existing railwany bridge and the extension
of the wharves up to the existing road bridge.
Section No, 2 contemplates remaval of the road
bridge, and wharf extension as far as Point
Brown, Section No. 3 provides for further
extension of the wharves vp to Rocky Bay.

If we are to confine operations to that spot,
where are we to have our docks?

Hon. E. H. Gray: Dry docks?

Hon. G. W. MITES: Dry docks or float-
ing docks; but we must have room. Why
should we 2o outside to make a harbour
when there is a natural harbour inside, with
an enfrance already provided? T hope the
measure will not be hurried through unless
the House receives a special assurance from
the Minister that the passing of the Bill will
not commit us to that partieular bridge. 1
fear, however, that it will. I agree, never-
theless, with the following passage from Mr.
Stileman’s report:—

Briefly stated. the ohicetions to a hridge
having an opening span fer the passage of
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ships nre:—As affects navigation interests—
(a) Restrietion of navigation to periods where
traffic across the bridge can be suapended,
and also probably to daylight hours. (b)
Necessity for attendance of fugs on all vessels
making the passage. (c) Charges and risks
are increased, while delays are incurred. As
affecting other interests—(d) Considerable, in-
crease in capital cost, working expenses and
maintenance. (e) Necessity for dolphin and
fender protection to bridge. (f) Interruption
to road traffic while vessels are passing, {g)
Maintenance of staff and watchmen for op-
eration of the opening space.

It seem= to be out of the question that Mr.
Stileman opposes an opening bridge. If
we agree to the Bill, we shall agree to n
bridge passing across in that locality, and the
Engincer-in-Chief will never recommend u
bridge with an opening span. Further, hv
passine the Bill, we shall commit ourselves
to that particular area for the Fremantle
bridge for all time.  Another argument,
one which is used by the local people, is
the need for cannection between Worth Fre-
mantle and Fremantlee.  Why eannot the
local traffic pass aeross from North Fre-
mantle to Fremantle in a ferrv? The main
bridge must be where the main traffic will
go, namely, higher up the river. Why Fre-
mantle people shonld want it in that partie-
ular Jocality passes my comprehension.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Most of the Fremantle
people are in favonr of that.

Hon. (. W. MILES: By reason of vestwl
interests. The people do not lack £ar enough
ghead.

Hon. E. H. Gray: It iz not at all a gues-
tion of vested interests.

Hon. G. W. MILES: Yes, it is. I hear
that a member of Parliament has a gond
deal of land on either sille of the site. An-
other man said to him, “What about selling
me some of that 1and?” The member of Par-
liament in guestion is not going to use his
influence one way or the other. Under the
heading “Future railway approach to Port,”
the report has the following:—

The neocessity for obtaining railway access
to the Port, alternative and additional to that
through Perth. has been realised and stressed
in all proposals for harbour extension vet
made,

Everyone is agreed that the line must event-
nally go to Robb’s Jetty and to Fremantle
and up to Brookton to bring in heavy traffie
from that side of the river. Eventually
the heavy traffic on the Eastern Gold-
flelds line will go off at Midland Junction
and eome down the south side of the river.
The report suggests that the line down the

[COUNCIL.]

south side will come along the foreshore on
the south side, which will be reclaimed, under
the proposed new bridge, and down to Fre-
mantle to connect up with the Fremanile
raiilway system. That is all dealt with. Mr.
Stileman has dealt with the whole scheme
fully and the only point on which I really
disagree with him is in confining ourselves
to that particular part and not making pro-
vigion for extending the harbour further up
the river. In his report Mr. Stileman men-
tions that at one stage vears ago there was
a proposal to bring the shipping to Perth. T
do not believe in that and T sugypest that if
a bridge were constructed across Blackwall
Reach, that would be far enough. Failing
that, we should eonsider whether we should
not erect a bridge from Point Walter to
Point Resolution, thus making available the
whole of the water of Freshwater Bay, If
we did that it would be looking ahead. Mr.
Stileman also sgys—

In every case, however, the alternative in

mind has been what is known as the South-
Swan railway whick, leaving the existing main
line 2t Guildford, wonld run to Fremantle via
the sounth gide of the river, This railway
would, do nothing to relieve the existing line
from Spenecer’s Brook, nor would it avoid the
existing ‘heavy 1 in 40 gradient throngh the
hitls.
Then he goes on to discuss the line from
Brookton to Armadale, and we are all
agreed upon that point. Then he proceeds to
deal with the effest of harbonr extensions
above Blackwall Reach, and snys—

Over its full length, between the existing
railway bridge and Blackwall Reach, the Swan
River is at present much reatricted either in
width or depth, often in both, and this restric-
tion at present axercises a marked contrel om
the level of the water aurface above the ex-
isting bridges. There is ne indication in amy
previous report that consideration has been
givon s to what the nrohable offect of widon-
ing and deepening the river would be on the
surface water levels higher up. The import-
ance of the point is, however, obvious.

Next he refers to the river level records at
Guildford and Claisebrook. Tn my opinion
a lot of that iz merely a matter of assump-
tinn, beranse when the mouth of the river was
opened up there was practically no difference
in the levels of the surface up the river, I
have put forward the alternative, however,
assuming My, Stileman’s view is right and
that this will affect the river levels. Sheunld it
increase the levels we would have to raise the
Tsplanade if necessary, but n preferable
scheme is to ereel a weir and resulate the
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water coming in or going out. That would
obviate that difficully. Then he goes on to
suy—

It is clear that the wmain faetor in com-
trolling these differences in water level is the
restriction to flow in the river over the leagth
between the railway bridge and Blackwall
Reaeh, It follows, therefore, that the removal
of this restriction will have the effect of
making the full Fremantle tidal effeet felt
as far up the river as Perth Water, Low
water level in the latter would then be lowered
from 6 inches to 12 inches, and high water
level raised about 12 inches on moderate high
waters, and more on the higher tides,

I have said enough to deal with that point.
Regarding the design of the bridge, the Min-
ister might find out the height it is proposed
to construct it across the river, He might
find out those particnlars in order to as-
certain whether all river traffic will be able
to pass underneath it without having to
lower masts or funnels or so on. Mr. Stile-
man goes on to deal with the design of the
bridge and says—

Borings, which have from fime to time been
put down in the vicinity of proposed river
crossings and elsewhere, disclose the great
variability of the strata and make it elear
that any proposal to construct a bridge, hav-
ing spans of considerable width, must be ap-
proached with misgiving, and would almest cer-
tainly inveolve very heavy cost in foundations.
For this reason it :s desirable that spans should
be limited to moderate width in order to re-
duce the load on the foundatioms.

He goes on to point out that provision would
have to be made on the bridge for the 4ft.
8%%in. gauge railway line to cross the bridge.
Nothing bhas leen settled, however, as to
whether that line will run across the bridge
or will go down the south side of the river.
Mr. Stileman says—

For road traffic a width of 40 feet, with
provision of a footway for pedestrians, should
meet requirements for some years. To provide
this a total width of about 120 feet will be
required, but it is probable that the full even-

tual width for railway purposes need not be
provided at once.

That is all he says on that point and it will
be seen that no mention is made as to the
probable height of the bridge above river
level.

Hon. H, A. Stephenson: It would not
have to be very high as a railway bridge.

Hon. &. W. MILES: If the bridge were
taken across Blackwall Reach, it would be
fairly high, and river traffic conld pass
under it. I do not know whether it could be
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so bigh because the land is lowrlying on the
North Fremantle side. Mr. Stileman says—
The future South-Swan railway will pass

under the above lines, and go direet to the
I'remaantle station.

After dealing with initial barbour exten-
sions, be refers to later extensions and
says—

Ag expansion of the inner harbour to the
eatent becessary to meet full future require-

ments cannot be obtained, new construction
outside the present harbour will be neecessary.

That is the main point on whieh I think the
House is asked to commit itself, According
to Mr. Stileman that ia the limit the harbour
ean come up-river and it is on that point
that 1 think the House should question him.
We should look ahead for the next 50 or 100
years. Mbr. Stileman proceeds—

Various proposals for extension either to the
oorth or to the south of the existing entrance
have been made in the past., All proposals on
the south must contemplate the construction of
a new harbour eutircly separated from that
already existing of no portion of which could
any advantage be takeuw,

If that is right, why did we not decide upon
that in an earlier stuge, and why did we not
adopt an outer harbour scheme. On the
other hand we adopted the inner harbour
scheme and that has proved entirely sue-
cessful. Some engineers have supported the
outer harbour scheme. 1t is said that lay-
men should not criticise engineers and that
the Government should take the advice of
their departmental officers. I believe that
point was stressed when we diseussed an-
other matter quite rezently.

Hon. W. H. Kitson: You cannot have it
both ways.

Hon. G. W, MILES: We have had good
Engineers-in-Chief in the past, some of the
best in the world. The late Mr. C. Y.
(’Connor stood out. Whatever Mr. Stile-
man’s qualifications may be, Mr. C. Y.
0’Connor will stand out as one of the
best Engineers-in-Chief this State ever
had. I am not saying anything against.
Mr. Stileman, bhut we cannot lose sight
of the faect that Mr. O'Connor's work
proved him to be a most capable en-
gineer. Monuments are to be seen all over-
the country as indications of his engineering
ability, = He suggested the inner harbour
scheme and, had he lived, I believe the har-
bour would have been extended.
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Hon. (. DPotter: Other engineers sug-
gested the outer harbsur scheme to the south
of the present harbour.

Hon. G, W. MILES: Yes, and their pro-
posals were not adopted. Sir John Coode
was one, but Mr. C. Y. ’Connor advocated
the inner harbour and that has proved
eminently satisfactory. My, Stileman, in bis
report, goes on to say—

In these circumstances the harbour beeomes
unneccesirily costly, both in construction and
operation and difficult to administer. Exten-
sions to the north, on the other hand, permit
of full advantage being taken of the existing
entrance channgl, and cnsure that wmeasure of

centralisation necessary to co-ordination of
control and eeonomy of working.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Does that not indicate
that the entrance to the outer harbour will
be through the present channel?

Hon. G. W, MILES: He does not say
where the entrance will be, but I take it it
will be somewhere about Rous Head. If
hon. members will take an opportunity te
study Mr. Stileman’s reply to the Harbouwr
Trust Commissioners, they will have an
understanding of the position and I will
deal with that point later, Mr. Stileman
proceeds—

On drawing No. 2 accompanying this re-
purt, the site recommended for the new com-
bined road and railway bridge is showu, alse
the extension of the harbour up to the bridge.
That constitutes the first stage of the work,
The second stage, calling for the construction
of new works to the north, ia also indicated,
This follows generally on lines proposed by
Mr. J. G. Ramsbotham, M.Inst.C.E., in his re-
port made in 1913,

That also applies to the inner harbour. The
actual construetion of the bridge is put far
enough up-river and the harbour construe-
tion is to go on, I take it, stage by stage.
The whole question, however, is bound up
in the site of the bridge. He goes on to
give the approximate cost of the bridge, the
railway from North Fremantle to Robb’s
Jetty and the connection into the present
Fremantle yard, together with the road ap-
proaches to the bridge and other contingent
works as £1,200,000. Then the extension of
the harbour up to the bridge, with a depth
of 32 ft, he estimates at £2,000,000. T do
not want to put the country to the ex-
pense immediately of a depth at the top end
of more than 32 ft., but provision should be
made to deepen it to 36 ft. if required. Then
I think it ought to be wider than 800 ft. at
the top es suggestel by the Engineer-in-

[COUNCIL.]

Chief. 1f the debate is adjourned, members
will have an opportunity te read Mr. Stile-
man’s comments on ¢riticisms by the Har-
bour Trust Commissioners and the barbour
master and the pilots.

Hon. E. H. Gray: They are not engineers.

Hon. G. W, MILES: No, that is the dis-
advantage we are at. Beeause we are laymen,
we are not supposed to have any views on
this matter. The harbour master states that
a rednetion in width meang grave risks and
considerable delays to shipping. Mr, Stile-
man comments that, not unnaturally, neither
the harbour master nor the pilots are con-
cerned with the economics of the question,
1 ask, why would nrot the pilots have the
capacity to study the economic side of the
question? There is the safety of ships to be
considered. That is a!! part of the economic
side; for if the harbour proves to be dan-
gerous we will not get anything like the
same tonhage of ships eoming in. My, Stile-
man, in his comments, says—

They do not appear, however, to realise that
the reduction in width proposed is to 800 feet
minimum at the mew bridge, Gencrally, over

the extension a considerably greater width will
be available,

If the harbour were 10 be taken further up
the river it would not be so bad to have this
800 ft. width, provided it was arranged
ultimately to go to a depth of 36 ft. Be-
canse, as we got into Rocky Bay, we could
bave a spacious swinging basin. We do not
want to have to take ships from the upper
end down to the main harbour to swing
them. What the pilots have in mind is the
swinging of the vessels. Mr. Stileman con-
tinues—

Navigation of any vessel in a width con-
siderably less than cven 800 feet in itself pre-
sents no difficulty. Tt is regularly done by the
Fremantle pilots when navigating the entrance
channel, which iz 450 feect in width and is,
morcaver, on a curve.

Ulnlgss we have a swinging hasin at the
upper end, vessels will bhave to be taken
down to the main harbour stern first in
order to be swung. Mr. Stileran continnes—

The 1,400 fect width is, in my opinion, a
fetish, The originally approved design for
Fremantle harbour intended two quays, 800
fect apart only, Later, when ctties to the
uorth quay were decided upon, the width pro-
vided became 1,046 feet. One jetty only was,
however, built, as these were found to be un-
neeessary, and the original one was eventually
removed, The 1,400 feet width thus became
established. Examples without number can be
quoted of modern ports where vessels must be,
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and are, navigated through chaing of docks to
the swinging basin, in which alone this oper-
utivn can be undortaken ., ., The view of
the pilots, therefore, appears to be thut what
is safely and regularly done ejsewbere cannot
be undertuken with safety at Fremantte. I
feel sure this view would not have been put
forward had they been pusscssed of fuller
knowledge as to how large vessels are handled
in dock in other of the world's ports. The
pilots do not advinee one single reason us to
why, from a navigation point of view, 36 feet
depth is reguired,

I advance it, if the pilots have not. It is
heeaunse in the futnre shipping is going
be of inereased size, and 1 {hink provision
reqquires to he made tor carvying the depth
to 36 feet if nccessary. Mr. Stileman eon-
tinnes—

It would scem that, in their view, the same
matgin of depth over draught is needed in
harbour ns in a sea way., Ne authority of any
kind can le foumd to support such a view,
Two out of e¢very three Lerths in the harbour,
after eompletion of the first extension, will
have 36 feet of water, The 32 feet intended
over the extension will flont, with a very ade-
quate margin, certainly 93 per cent, probably
an cven larger pereentage, of the vessels trad-
ing to the port.

1 hope other members will take more tive
to read earefully the reports of the Harbour
Trust Commissioners and of the pilots and
the Engincer-in-Chief’s comments on those
reports. The estimated cost of resumptions
is not mentioned. T do not know whether
any estimate has been got out. The Miniw
ter might he able to give some information
on that poeint and to tell us whether any
provision has been made for a dock. A
dock is one of our most important require-
ments. Our own Siate steamers have to he
sent to Sourabaya to be docked.

Hon. E. H. Gray: The State steamers
could not keep a dock in full commission.

Hon. G. W. MILES: No, but if we hal
o dock, many other ships would come here
for repairs. The tramp ships alone would
keep a dock busy.

Hon. B. H. Gray: The black labour ships
wonld not come here fo he docked.

Hon. G. W. MILES: No, but you are
sending our own steamers to Sourabaya to
be docked, and then you go out flag waving
and talking Brilish versus foreign, while
viour own Government run all sorts of for-
eign cnrs instead of having only British
cars, If we do not agree to the measure
at this late hour -of the session, it is not
fair "for the Minister to attempt to saddle
this House with the blame. The Bill should
have been introduced a week or two ago
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and more time should be given to members
to consider it fully. If we agree to the Bill
as it stands, we shall be committing our-
selves to the Stileman scheme involving an
extension of the existing harbour for 1,000
feet above the present road bridge, and an
ouler harbour, and possibly it may mean
at a later datc that we shall have to serap
an cxpenditure of a million pounds worth
of bridge work and land resumption in order
to extend the harbour up-siream. T hepe
the Minister will be able to give some safis-
factory veply to ihe points I have raised.
At this stage 1 eannot say whether I shall
support the second reading of the Bill.

HON. J. M. MAOFARLANE (Metro-
politan) [10.41]: With Mr. Miles I recog-
nise that something in the way of harbour
improvement at Fremantle is necessary, but
at this late hour of fhe session it is too
mueh to ask my support of the Bill before
the House, knowing it will involve the
Jarger question of harbour improvement.
A very heavy expenditure will be entailed
and many sericus questions will be involved
—questions so serious that we cannot ade-
quately compass their consideration within
the spaece of a few days. Mr. Stileman’s sug-
gestion for an outer harbour does not ap-
peal to me. T rvemember when the work of
constructing n dry doeck was undertaken
and the bottom feli out of it and £100,000
was lost.

Hon. Sir William Lathlain:
quarter of a million was lost.

Hon. E, H. Gray: There was no bottom
to fall out of it.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: Remem-
bering the severity of our winter storms,
and- the shiftiness of the sand, I tremble
to think of the fate of an outer harbour
and how long it would last. T am snrprised
at the remark of Mr. Stileman in his reply
to the Harbour Trust Commissioners in
which he says—

Nearly a

"‘T'he tendency to sheer to windward, to which
reterence is made, may then be overcoms, if
{ts eause lies in the channel, while if the
fault lies with the vessel, additional searoom
will be #vailable in which to eorrect it. It is
curious how the view that this eoast is subject
to cxecptionally violent weather persists.

For a good many years I lived in Fremantle
and I do not think that the storms that
have oceurred intermittently during the last
20 or 30 years have gone for good. They
are snre to recur. I remember a storm at
Wembly Beach that shifted almost a moun-
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tain of sand in a night. I bave known the
effect of storms on the Bunbury breskwater
and T recollect the damage done at South
Beach. South Beach is a comparatively
sheltered spot, and yet last year a consid-
erable section of the retaining wall was
washed away. Therefore, when I am asked
to consider a question involving the con-
struction of an outer harbour, I eannot see
how, on the evidence before me, it can be
regarded as a safe harbour. I am more
partial to the extension of the inner har-
bour. That brings me to the guestion of
the site for the new bridge. Tn my opinion
the point suggested is too near to the mouth
of the river. I am in a quandary whether
to support the Bill, hecanse I consider that
before we definitely settle the ronte of the
railway, we should determine whether we
are going to adopt an imner or an outer
harbour scheme of improvement. The main
point on which I wish to comment is that
the time has arrived when the (Government
should remove the stigma arising from its
barbour charges. Shipping using the port
is muleted in heavy costs by reason of the
war-time sur-tax, pilotage and tonnage dues
imposed. If the Government afforded some
relief, the port would appeal much more
strongly to the shipping ecompanies of the
world. To-day they feel they are heing
muleted in costs that are not reasonable.
During the early part of the session I men-
tioned the dunes charged, and I pointed out
that the Harbour Trust, after providing for
interest, sinking fund, ete, in one year paid
30 per cent, of its earnings into Consoli-
dated Revenue. So it continues from year
to year, proving that the harbour charges
are a form of tnxation. That is not right.
The Government should remove that stigma
from the port. The Minister said the Gov-
ernment would probably consider the mat-
ter when the shipping companies considerd
the question of reducing their rates. That
remark attracted attention in shipping
circles and I have been supplied with the
following information——

The PRESIDENT: I remind the hon.
member that the question before the House
is the construetion of a railway, and not of
a harbour.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: But vou
have allowed a good deal of latitude, and
it i of no wuse undertaking harbour im-
provement unless we can popularise the
harbour by giving shipping gooed treatment
that will eneourage it to call at the port.

[COUNCIL.]

The PRESIDENT: 'The hon. member
must connect his remarks with the Bill be-
fore the House.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The Min-
ister said it was impossible to dissociate
the harbour improvement scheme from the
question of the railway. I merely wish to
show that unless we popularize the harbour,
we shall not require any extensien.

Hon. E. H. Gray: Tbe extension is re-
quired now.

Hon. J. M. MACFARLANE: The patron-
age of the companies will not be retained.
However, in view of your ruling, Mr. Presi-
dent, 1 shall not pursue that phase of the
question. [l is obvious that the existing
bridges must be removed in order to provide
for inner harbour extension, but provision
for an extension of 1,000 feet does not seem
sufficient. If it is not sufficient, a new scheme
must be submitted to ecarry the cxtension
above Rocky Bay. I think it would be
better, rather than proceed with the outew
harbonr scheme, to adopt the sugezestions
of the Harbour Trust Commissioners and
spend the money on ap inner harbour hav.
ing a proper width and #n adequate depth
of water. The harbour would then accom-
modate all the shipping that is likely to enter
it say for the next 50 years. I am in full
aceord with Mr. Miles in his desire fo help
the Minister by making suggestions of a eon-
structive nature, but 1 am unable at the
moment to say whether T ean give this scheme
my support or not. I am in the same posi-
tion as other members in that I do not know
definitely what the harbour scheme is, or
where the bridge should be ptaced with due
relation to the future needs of the harbour.

On motion by Hon. A. Burvill, debate ad-
journed.

House adjourned at 10,52 pan.




